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TODAY

What Can We Learn from the Great Fire of Vaasa

in 18529

T HAS BEEN SAID that

history teaches us it repeats
itself. This idea is often attri-
buted to Oscar Wilde, while
the American philosopher
George Santayana warned
over a century ago: “Those
who cannot remember the
past are condemned to repe-
atit.”

Remembering history is not just
about honoring the past—it is a
way to understand our present
and shape our future. This is espe-
cially true for difficult and tragic
events, the kind that test societies
to their core. By analyzing why
disasters happen, we gain not
only insight but also better tools
to prevent them in the future.

A City in Ashes—and a New
Beginning

The fire that devastated Vaasa in
1852 was one of the most destruc-
tive in Finland’s history. Most of
the city was reduced to ruins, lea-
ving thousands homeless. Today,
a disaster of that scale seems uni-
maginable, thanks to modern fire
safety regulations and improved
infrastructure. Yet the story of
Vaasa’s recovery still holds les-
sons that remain relevant.

The catastrophe became a ca-
talyst for change. Rather than re-
building the city exactly as it was,
the people made a bold decision:
to relocate Vaasa closer to the sea.

This marked the beginning of a
new era for the city as a port and
commercial hub. The move de-
monstrated foresight and adapta-
bility—qualities that not only sa-
ved the city but made it stronger.

Resilience and Faith in the

Future

Vaasa’s story after the fire is a
powerful testament to human re-
silience—the ability to recover
and rebuild from loss. It reminds
us that disasters, no matter how
devastating, do not have to be the
end. They can also be the start of
something better.

In today’s world, where cli-
mate change, pandemics, and
economic crises constantly test
our adaptability, Vaasa’s histo-
ry is more relevant than ever. It
teaches us that:

Preparation is crucial — Modern
societies must invest in disaster
readiness and infrastructure that
minimizes risks.

Crises can drive innovation —
Instead of clinging to old ways,
adversity can be a force for re-
newal.

Community and determination
are key — Vaasa’s reconstruction
shows that cooperation and sha-
red vision can overcome even the
greatest challenges.

A Lesson for the Future
The story of Vaasa is not just one

of destruction—it is a tribute to
humanity’s ability to rise again.
By remembering this event and
learning from it, we can build a
more sustainable and resilient so-
ciety.

Santayana’s words remain
as true today as they were
a century ago: If we forget
history, we risk repeating
its mistakes. But if we learn
from it, we can shape a bet-
ter future. The Great Fire of
Vaasa is not just a piece of
the past—it is a guide for fa-
cing the challenges ahead.
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KORSHOLM MUSIC FESTIVAL
Viktor Nygard continues for one year as executive

X-TPF.

T HAS BEEN AN intense,
inspiring and successful year
for Viktor Olaus Nygard — and
now it is clear that he will con-
tinue for another year as exe-
cutive director of the Korsholm
Music Festival. A good news
for everyone who appreciates
both innovative thinking and
high-quality music in a beaut-
iful archipelago environment.

Viktor Nygard, born in 1986 in Hér-
nosand, Sweden, was educated at the
Royal College of Music in Stockholm
and at the Academy of Music in Leip-
zig. With this background, he combines
artistic quality with organizational abi-
lity — and as a parent of young children,
also with a lot of human understanding.

For the past year, he has been substi-
tuting for Milla Virta, who is on family
leave, and during this year he has made
his mark on the festival through several
successful innovations. One of them is

director - and does much more!

-

the free bus transport to concerts outsi-

de Vaasa.

”It’s both an environmentally friend-
ly and social decision,” says Nygéard. It
has also been very popular — it feels gre-
at to be able to make the festival more
accessible, regardless of car or place of
residence.

Another new feature that has received
a lot of appreciation is childcare during
certain concerts. For the first time, pa-
rents of young children could partici-
pate without having to solve the eternal
mystery: who can babysit?

I know how difficult it is to get away
on something when you have small
children. This solution makes it pos-
sible for more people to participate,”
says Nygard in an interview with Vasa-
bladet.

This year’s festival had the theme
”Bridges” — and the program really
built bridges between genres, genera-
tions and countries. From world-le-
ading classical musicians to tango, folk
music, children’s performances — and
for the very first time, Balkan music.

As always, the coast and archipelago

of Mustasaari and Vaasa formed a mag-
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nificent backdrop for the festival, which
has attracted audiences since 1983. This
year’s program consisted of 25 concerts
with 100 musicians from near and far
—a week filled with world-class music,
great meetings and packed auditoriums.

In parallel with the intensive festi-
val work, Viktor Nygérd is studying at
Hanken — a choice that may surprise,
but which has proven to be extremely
relevant. What he learns about marke-
ting, audience work and strategic thin-
king is directly put to use in the festival
activities.

Now that this year’s festival is over
— with flying colors — the work on next
year’s edition has already begun.

With Viktor Nygard at the helm, the
Korsholm Music Festival faces an ex-
citing future — with new ideas, strong
tradition and a festival spirit that con-
tinues to build bridges between people
and music.

PHOTO: Viktor Nygéard opens the
festival with Jan-Erik Gustafsson
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You can read this paper wherever You are. Like here in Palo-
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BLOG WRITERS

Join Wasa Daily as a Blog Writer!

Are you passiona-
te about sharing your
thoughts, stories, or
expertise with the com-
munity? Wasa Daily is
looking for enthusiastic
blog writers to contribu-
te engaging content for
our readers.

Whether you love writing about
local events, culture, lifestyle,
business, or personal experien-
ces, we welcome your voice!

Writing for Wasa Daily is a gre-
at opportunity to reach a wider
audience, connect with fellow
locals, and showcase your cre-
ativity. No prior experience is
needed—just bring your ideas
and enthusiasm! We value di-
verse perspectives and fresh
voices that reflect the vibrant
spirit of our community.

Interested? Send us your blog
pitch or a short sample, and let’s
get your words published! Join
us in making Wasa Daily a plat-
form for meaningful conversa-
tions and inspiring stories.

Contact us at wasadagblad@
gmail.com for more details. We
can’t wait to hear from you!

UNEMPLOYMENT

The unemployment rate is rising - but is lowest in Malax and Larsmo

IN OSTROBOTHNIA AND

and Central Ostrobothnia,
unemployment continued
to rise in June, but the regi-
on’s unemployment rate still
remains the lowest in Mainland
Finland. Particularly positive
news comes from Malax and
Larsmo, where the unemploy-
ment rate is among the lowest
in the country.

In the Ostrobothnia ELY Cen-
tre’s area, there were a total of
9,620 unemployed jobseekers
at the end of June. This repre-
sents a significant increase, as
the number of unemployed was
1,015 more than a year earlier
and a full 1,371 more than in
May. Despite the increasing
number of unemployed, the
proportion of unemployed job-
seekers in the labor force in the
Ostrobothnia ELY Centre’s area

is still the lowest in Mainland
Finland, at 8.3 percent. In the
whole country, the correspon-
ding proportion is significantly
higher, at 12.2 percent. The
data is based on KEHA Cen-
tre’s Employment Statistics.

The unemployment rate in
Ostrobothnia and Central
Ostrobothnia is thus still low
compared to the rest of the
country. In the whole country,
the number of unemployed
increased by an average of 12.8
percent compared to a year
earlier, while the increase in the
Ostrobothnia ELY Centre’s area
was 11.8 percent. The number
of unemployed jobseekers
increased in all of the region’s
economic areas compared to
the previous year. The lowest
unemployment rate was measu-
red in the South Ostrobothnia

coastal region, at 5.2 percent.

At the municipal level, the
increase in the number of
unemployed was largest in
Vaasa, Kokkola, and Pedersore.
As a positive development, the
number of unemployed decrea-
sed most in Malax, Nykarleby,
and Halso. The proportion of
unemployed jobseekers in the
labor force was highest in Ka-
skinen (12.9%). In contrast, the
proportion of unemployed job-
seekers in the labor force was
lowest in Larsmo municipality
(3.5%) and Malax (3.7%),
which underlines these muni-
cipalities’ strong employment
situation. Vaasa’s unemploy-
ment rate was 9.9 percent,
Jakobstad’s 10.8 percent, and
Kokkola’s 10.5 percent.

Unemployment increased at

the end of June in most age
and occupational groups, as
well as at all education levels.
The number of unemployed
jobseekers under 25 years of
age was 1,273, which is 122
more than the previous year.
The number of unemployed
over 50 years of age was 3,084,
thus 224 more than a year
earlier, and they constituted

32 percent of all unemployed
jobseekers. By education level,
unemployment increased most
among those with secondary
education, with an increase of
485 people (+11.6%) compared
to the previous year. By occu-
pational group, unemployment
increased most in the specialist
occupational group (+336),
while it decreased most in the
occupational group of farmers,
forest workers, etc. (-34).
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KORSHOLM MUSIC FESTIVAL
World Record Set at the Salteriet in Bjorkoby

Norwegian speed, Ostroboth-
nian cheer, and a double

bass with a sense of humor

Laughter echoed, bows flew, and
spirits soared when Norwegian double
bass virtuoso Knut Erik Sundquist,
together with violinist Arvid Engegérd,
set an informal world record at the Sal-
teriet in Bjorkoby last Saturday, as part
of the Korsholm Music Festival.

The piece? Vittorio Monti’s ever-popu-
lar Czardas. The tempo? Blazing fast.

“We played it as fast as we possibly
could. Normally, Czardas takes about
four and a half minutes. We did it in 2
minutes and 33 seconds,” Sundquist
said with a grin.

The previously known — albeit unof-
ficial — world record is said to be 2
minutes and 27 seconds.

“Well, we didn’t quite beat it, but we
had a great time. And the audience
stayed in their seats the whole time —

that’s always a good sign,” he laughed.

The crowd at the Salteriet was
anything but disappointed. The
humorous concert also featured
music by Chaplin, Gershwin, Piaf,
Piazzolla, Chick Corea, and even
Popy — all presented with storytel-
ling, jokes, and musical mischief
that kept everyone entertained from
start to finish.

For those who haven’t seen him live:
imagine one of the world’s top double
bassists — technically brilliant, musi-
cally expressive, and funny enough to
hold a comedy set. That’s Knut Erik
Sundquist in a nutshell.

Born in Tromsg in 1961, Sundquist
studied in Vienna under the legenda-
ry Professor Ludwig Streicher. After
a distinguished career as principal
bassist with the Bergen Philharmonic
Orchestra, he returned to his beloved
Northern Norway, settling in Harstad
— which happens to be Vaasa’s twin
town.
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From there, he’s built a remarkable
international career as a soloist and
chamber musician, regularly appea-
ring at prestigious festivals such as the
Schubertiade in Schwarzenberg, the
Lockenhaus Chamber Music Festi-

val, and the Lucerne Festival. He also
teaches at the University of Tromse
and works as a regional musician in the
city.

This year marked Sundquist’s third
consecutive appearance at the Kors-
holm Music Festival, where he perfor-
med in several concerts throughout the
week — always with passion, presence,
and plenty of humor.

“I’d love to come back. Vaasa is a
wonderful summer city,” he said with
a warm smile — then added, only
half-joking:

“Next time, maybe we’ll try to play
Czardas in under two minutes. You’ve
got to have goals in life.”
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KORSHOLM MUSIC FESTIVAL
Ameélie goes to Belgrad charmed the city hall ball-

room on Sunday

o

L

N SUNDAY EVENING the

dignified banquet hall of
Vaasa City Hall was transformed
into an oasis of joy, dance and
Balkan rhythms when the Ostro-
bothnian-born orchestra Amélie
goes to Belgrade took the stage
as part of the Mustasaari Music
Festival’s ”Concert Royal” event.

The audience’s expectations were
high and the band clearly exceeded
them. Fast songs, catchy rhythms and a
cheerful atmosphere literally made the
Great Hall rise in the air — rarely has
there been such heartfelt dancing and
cheering within the walls of the City
Hall.

The band Amélie goes to Belgrade
is known for its unique style, which
combines musical traditions from the
Balkans and the Middle East, the pul-
sating rhythm of Roma music and fresh
arrangements of songs from different
genres. The band performs both tradi-
tional Balkan classics and their own
”Balkanized” versions of other songs —
such as the charmingly humorous ”Bara

bada bastu”, which made the audience
laugh and dance at the same time.
Since 2008, the band has spread its
musical joy at festivals, clubs and parti-
es, and Sunday’s concert was no excep-
tion. The evening’s performance was an
energetic and warm-hearted display of
how music can unite people across bor-
ders and highlight the landscape of eve-
ryday life in the midst of celebrations.
The band consists of an impressi-
ve group of musicians: Ulrika Ohman
(vocals), Roger Bick (alto horn), An-
ders Sjolind and Rickard Slotte (trum-
pet), Torvald Lund (trombone), Martin
Enroth (euphonium), Michael Ford and
Markus Kaikkonen (saxophones), Ben-
ny Ojala (tuba), Peter Enroth (violin),
Richard Mitts (accordion) and Daniel
Hjerppe (drums). The mutual joy and
collaboration between these musicians
can be seen and heard in every note.
”It’s a great honour for us to be able
to play right here in the City Hall, in
connection with such a big festival,”
said singer Ulrika Ohman at the begin-
ning of the concert and received warm
applause.
The audience, which consisted of

music lovers, dance enthusiasts and cu-
rious beginners, was drawn in from the
very first notes. On the parquet floor in
the banquet hall, there was hustle and
bustle, spontaneous dancing and happy
faces — the atmosphere was like a vil-
lage festival in the Balkans, but in the
middle of Vaasa.

The Korsholm Music Festival has
traditionally profiled itself as a high-qu-
ality classical music festival, but the
theme of 2025 ”Bridges” also enabled
new encounters between cultures and
styles. The concert in Amélie goes to
Belgrade was an excellent example of
how music can be used to build bridges
between countries and moods.

Sunday’s performance will surely
be remembered by many. There was
something magical about the evening
— the joy, the community and the pure
power of music. The audience applau-
ded by standing up for a long time, and
the smile didn’t disappear from their fa-
ces even when they left home.

The Korsholm Music Festival and
Amélie gous to Belgrad — thank you for
an unforgettable evening!
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KORSHOLM MUSIC FESTIVAL

Monica Johnson became the 20th honorary mem-
tival

HEN MONICA JOHN-

SON returned to her ho-
metown after a few years abro-
ad, she hardly imagined that
her name would one day be
written into the history of the
Korsholm Music Festival. In
2008, she took over as festival
director, with the idea of stay-
ing for five years. But the mu-

W

sic, the people and the unique
spirit of the festival kept her
there — for a full fourteen years.

Under her leadership, the music
festival grew in both scope and
reputation, and became a natu-
ral summer tradition for music
lovers far beyond Ostrobothnia.
When she handed over the baton
to Milla Virta in 2022, she left be-

hind a legacy of passion, profes-
sionalism and warmth.

On Sunday, she returned to the
city hall, this time not as a leader
but as an acclaimed guest. In an
atmospheric ceremony, she was
named the festival’s 20th hono-
rary member — a title that carries
both gratitude and recognition for
her invaluable contribution.
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VAASA

Renovation of the Onkilahti Paper Bridge will begin

HE POPULAR PEDESTRIAN and
bicycle bridge connecting the cen-
tre of Vaasa and Palosaari, the so-called
Paper Bridge, will be closed to traffic
on Monday 4 August 2025. The reason
for this is the long-awaited renovation
of the bridge, which aims to improve
safety, traffic flow and the usability of
the route throughout the year. The new
bridge will be completed at the end of
November.

The Paper Bridge has been an impor-
tant part of Vaasa’s pedestrian and bi-
cycle network for decades. However,
the current condition of the bridge is
poor: it slopes poorly, the pavement is
cracked, and the width of 2.8 meters no
longer meets modern needs.

”The new bridge will make the route
significantly safer and more accessible
all year round,” says Samuli Huu-
sko, Project Engineer for Walking and
Cycling at the City of Vaasa. "The re-
novation work will also support the in-
tensified winter maintenance that began
last winter, which means that all road
users have equal opportunities to use

o |

tomorrow - the bridge will be closed

this fast and pleasant route.

The new bridge will be 5 metres
wide, which will make it possible to
meet more smoothly between different
user groups. At the same time, it will
be prepared for the future: if the route
is further developed, pedestrians and
cyclists can be clearly separated into se-
parate areas in accordance with national
planning guidelines.

The bridge serves more than 700 hi-
kers and as many cyclists daily. In ad-
dition, the route is used by recreational
fishermen and other outdoor enthusiasts
in the area. The upcoming construction
of the workshop area in Voyrastad will
attract more and more users, which ma-
kes the improvement even more topical.

The contract applies not only to the
bridge, but also to the adjacent em-
bankment and the pavements on the
pedestrian and bicycle paths will be
renewed. The main contractor for the
construction work is Destia Oy, which
was selected for the task on the basis of
a competitive procedure organised by
the city. The Vaasa Urban Environment

Committee approved Destia’s offer of
312,300 euros in June.

The project has also been granted
discretionary government grants: the
EUR 140,000 received by the Ministry
of Transport and Communications from
the Ministry of Transport and Commu-
nications’ programme for the promo-
tion of walking and cycling covers al-
most half of the costs.

During the construction period, pe-
destrians will use alternative routes
around Edvik. The City of Vaasa en-
courages you to reserve a little more
time for exercise and to monitor any
additional information on the progress
of the work.

The renewal of the Paper Bridge is a
concrete example of how Vaasa is in-
vesting in sustainable and user-friend-
ly mobility — step by step towards a
smoother, safer and greener everyday
life.

CAPTION: Currently, the Paper
Bridge is 2.8 meters wide. The width of
the new bridge will be 5 meters. Photo:
Veera Royttéd / City of Vaasa



*10* Wasa Daily, August 3, 2025

VAASA

Lifti’s winter timetables will enter into force tomor-
row - and residents’ opinions will be surveyed

HE WINTER TIMETABLESof

Lifti public transport in Vaa-
sa and Korsholm will enter into
force on Monday 4.8.2025. The
new timetables will be in use un-
til spring 31.5.2026, and they will
bring changes to several routes. The
changes have been made to improve
the flow of traffic and scheduling,
and they are based on both opera-
tors’ assessments and passenger

|| m
I

|

feedback.

Main changes in the linesDue to the
winter timetables, the changes will af-
fect several routes. On tram 2, the de-
parture times have been harmonised so
that they will be either 15 or 45 minutes
over. On tram 7, departure times will
be shifted by a few minutes, while tram
12 has been extended to run from Lén-
siniitty to Suvilahti via the city centre.
Bus 12 will have seven departures in

both directions on weekdays.

Minor adjustments will also be made
to the timetables of route 30. The call ti-
mes introduced for service buses in the
summer will continue over the winter,
and the call time of service bus 2 has
been specified for 3.15-16.00.

All new timetables and route infor-
mation are available on Lift’s website,
where you can also find information
about possible exceptions.

Customer survey opens — an oppor-
tunity to influence the development of
public transportAt the same time as the
new timetables come into force, the re-
sidents of Vaasa and Korsholm are once
again asked to share their opinions on
Lifti’s public transport operations. The
annual customer survey will open on
28 July, and it will be used to collect
valuable feedback for the development
of public transport.

The survey focuses on passengers’
experiences of various services, such as
the reliability of timetables, the cleanli-
ness of buses, customer service and the
clarity of journey planners. The structu-
re of the survey remains similar to the
previous one, which makes it possible
to compare the results with previous
years.

The participation of children under
the age of 15 in the survey is conside-
red particularly important. Their views
are also important in the implementa-
tion of the Child-Friendly Municipality
project.

”Everyone’s answer matters. The re-
sults of the survey will be used directly
in the development of public transport
services, so we hope that there will be
a lot of participation from different age
groups,” says Lifti’s Communications
Manager.

If you want to influence the public trans-
port in your home region, don’t leave it
unanswered — the survey is open by the
deadline and offers passengers a direct
channel to tell about their own experiences
and wishes.
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VAASA

Reeds become biogas

HE CITY OF VAASA cuts

reeds for the third year in
a row — reeds that cause pro-
blems are now being turned
into environmentally friendly
energy.

In Vaasa, for the third year in a row, ex-
tensive cutting of reeds is underway at Sod-
ra Stadsfjarden. Not only does this work
improve water quality and promote bio-
diversity, but the harvested reeds are also
used as a raw material for biogas produc-
tion. The mowing will continue until the
end of October.

Reed cutting offers several ad-

vantages
During the summer, reeds have been cut in
several places in Vaasa, including the Old
Vaasa Canal, Sunnanvik, Kuuslinna and
Metlahti. During August and autumn, the
work will focus on the nature conservation
area in Sodra Stadsfjarden, where the birds’
nesting season is NnOw over.

”There is a lot of reed growing in Etela-

inenfjérden, and by cutting it, we improve
water circulation,” says project coordinator
Simo Marttila.

The area is one of the city’s most impor-
tant recreational sites, but it is also affec-
ted by eutrophication and land uplift. Reed
cutting reduces the nutrient supply to the
water, which in turn reduces the risk of al-
gal blooms and oxygen deficiency that can
damage the fish stock.

From problems to biogas

Instead of more expensive dredging,
mowing is now used as a more cost-effec-
tive method. The harvested reeds are sent
to Stormossen, where they are crushed and
digested to be converted into biogas. This
biogas is then used as vehicle fuel, inclu-
ding in Lifti’s buses.

”The City of Vaasa’s goal is to increase
the use of local raw materials in biogas pro-
duction,” Marttila says.

The project also supports the city’s ambi-
tion to become carbon neutral in the 2020s
and fits perfectly with Vaasa’s designation
as a European Green Leaf city in 2026 — an
award given to cities that actively work for
sustainable development.

Challenges and future plans

The land uplift causes the beaches to be-
come shallower and increasingly covered
with reeds, which requires continuous ma-
intenance. To make the work more efficient,
better methods and equipment are now be-
ing investigated.

”Our current flat-bottomed boat does not
reach the shallowest areas, so we cannot cut
all the reeds,” Marttila explains.

To solve this, Jami-Matti Aho investiga-
tes different investment options for more
customized equipment in his degree pro-
ject. In addition, the transport chains to
Stormossen and the storage facilities for the
reeds are improved.

The project will run until 31.10.2025,
after which the city’s decision-makers will
assess whether further investments in reed
management are profitable.

By turning a natural problem into a re-
source, Vaasa is showing the way for sustai-
nable urban development — where reeds are
no longer a nuisance, but part of the green
transition.

Source: City of VaasaPhoto: Veera Roytta
/ City of Vaasa
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DIY BUILDERS

Good to remember if you want to build a warehou-
se! A reminder for DIY builders

UMMER IS

FECT time for construction
projects, but be sure to check
the rules before you start buil-
ding — especially if your plot is
close to a road! Although the
new Building Act (2025) faci-
litated the permit practice for
small buildings, a separate per-
mit from the ELY Centre is still
required for construction in a
protected area on a motorway.

What is a road protection zone?
A protected area is an area adjacent to a
road area where construction is restricted
due to traffic safety and road maintenance.
Its width depends on the type of road:
Main and main roads: 30 metres
Motorways: 50 metres
Regional roads and connecting roads: 20
metres
The distance is measured from the centre

THE PER-

line of the road, and nothing — not even a
fence or a shed — can be built in the area
without a special permit from the Centre for
Economic Development, Transport and the
Environment.

The reform eased the rules for small
buildings

From the beginning of 2025, building
permits are no longer required for warehou-
ses, garages and saunas of less than 30 squ-
are meters, provided that they:

They are not intended for residential use.

Follow the plan and building regulations
(e.g. distances to plot boundaries).

Similarly, it is now possible to erect tree
canopies of less than 50 square meters
without bureaucracy.

The proximity to the road? Check the
permit!

If your plot borders a road, the restrictions
in the protected area still apply. For instan-
ce:

You want to build a 25 square meter wa-
rehouse next to the road. According to the
new law, a building permit is not required,
but if the building is located in a protected

area (e.g. less than 30 metres from the cen-
tre of the motorway), you will need a speci-
al permit from the Centre for Economic De-
velopment, Transport and the Environment.

When applying for a permit, an assess-
ment is made as to whether the construction
will pose a danger to traffic or a nuisance
to road maintenance. The process includes
listening to the neighbours and producing a
situation map (site plan).

Tips for builders
Measure the distance from the road — Is
your plot part of a protected area?

Request from the ELY Centre — Confirm
the requirements before you start construc-
tion.

Follow the rules — Even if you don’t need
a permit, distance and safety are important.

Don’t let surprises slow down your sum-
mer building dreams — check the rules and
enjoy a successful project!

Source: Centre for Economic Develop-
ment, Transport and the Environment of
Southeast Finland
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Al MUSIC

The Best Al Music Generators in 2025 - From Rap
Beats to Opera Masterpieces

magine a 16-year-old aspiring rapper

who wants to craft the next viral hit
but doesn’t know how to produce beats.
Or a retired music teacher dreaming
of composing an opera but lacking the
technical skills. Maybe even a podcas-
ter looking for the perfect background
track without paying expensive licen-
sing fees.

In 2025, Al music generators have
become so advanced that they can turn
anyone—regardless of musical trai-
ning—into a composer.

But with so many options available,
which Al tools truly stand out? We te-
sted the top platforms to find the best Al
music generators of 2025, catering to
different needs, genres, and skill levels.
Suno Al 3.0 - The King of Al-Genera-
ted Songs
Suno Al made waves in 2024 with
its ability to generate full songs—Iy-
rics, vocals, and instrumentals—from
simple text prompts. In 2025, Suno Al
3.0 has refined its algorithms to produce
even more natural-sounding vocals and
genre-specific compositions.

Best for: Aspiring singers, songwri-

ters, and content creators.

Why it’s great: Type in a prompt
like "upbeat pop-punk song about sum-
mer love”, and Suno generates a com-
plete track in seconds

Perfect for: Our teen rapper who just
typed “hard-hitting trap beat with ag-
gressive flow” and got a studio-quality
demo in minutes.

Udio Pro - The Ultimate Al Music
Collaboration Tool

Udio took a different approach by fo-
cusing on human-Al collaboration. Its
2025 ”Pro” version lets users start with
a melody, hum a tune, or even upload a
rough recording, which the Al then refi-
nes into a polished track.

Best for: Musicians who want Al as-
sistance rather than full automation.

Why it’s great: Udio Pro’s ”Smart
Remix” feature can transform a simple
piano riff into a full orchestral arrange-
ment or a synth-heavy EDM drop.

Perfect for: Our opera-loving senior,
who hummed an aria idea and watched
Udio turn it into a sweeping, orchestra-
ted piece complete with synthetic ope-
ratic vocals.

AIVA 4.0 - The Classical and Film

Score Specialist

While many Al tools focus on pop and
electronic music, AIVA 4.0 remains
the go-to for classical, jazz, and cine-
matic compositions. It’s used by indie
filmmakers, game developers, and even
professional composers for inspiration.

Best for: Composers, filmmakers, and
game devs.

Why it’s great: AIVA’s ”Emotion En-
gine” lets users adjust the mood of a
piece (e.g., “more melancholic” or "he-
roic climax”), making it ideal for sco-
ring scenes.

The Future of Al Music?

While Al music tools still can’t fully
replace human creativity, they’ve beco-
me indispensable assistants—helping
beginners create professional-sounding
tracks and giving experts new ways to
experiment.

The best part? Most of these tools of-
fer free tiers, so anyone can start com-
posing today. Whether you’re a teen
rapper, a retired opera enthusiast, or
just someone who loves making music,
2025’s Al music generators have so-
mething for you.
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ETYK

The Helsinki Spirits Ten Principles

THE HELSINKI  AC-
CORDS, signed in 1975,
were a landmark achievement
of Cold War diplomacy, esta-
blishing a set of ten principles
to guide relations among parti-
cipating states. These princip-
les, while not legally binding,
were intended to create a fra-
mework for peaceful coexis-
tence and cooperation.

They were a cornerstone of the

And Russia Now

&9

Conference on Security and Coo-
peration in Europe (CSCE), the
predecessor to the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Euro-
pe (OSCE). The very spirit of the
Accords, often referred to as “The
Helsinki Spirit,” was a commitment
to dialogue, respect for sovereignty,
and the peaceful resolution of dispu-
tes.

The ten principles are:
Sovereign equality: All states are
equal and possess the same rights.

Refraining from the threat or use
of force: States should not use or
threaten to use force against each
other.

Inviolability of frontiers: Existing
borders between states should be re-
spected.

Territorial integrity of states: Each
state’s territory should be respected
and protected.

Peaceful settlement of disputes:
Conflicts should be resolved through
peaceful means.

Non-intervention in internal af-
fairs: No state should interfere in the
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internal affairs of another.

Respect for human rights and fun-
damental freedoms: This includes
freedom of thought, conscience, re-
ligion, and belief.

Equal rights and self-determina-
tion of peoples: All peoples have the
right to determine their own politi-
cal status.

Cooperation among States: States
should cooperate in various fields.

Fulfillment in good faith of obliga-
tions under international law: States
should uphold their commitments
under international law.

The significance of these prin-
ciples was twofold: they provided
a basis for dialogue between two
opposing blocs and, crucially, they
opened a space for human rights ac-
tivists and dissidents in the Soviet
bloc to demand accountability from
their governments.

Russia’s Actions: A Syste-

matic Violation

The actions of the Russian Federa-
tion since its invasion of Ukraine
in 2014 and especially its full-scale
invasion in 2022 represent a syste-
matic and comprehensive rejection
of every single one of these ten prin-
ciples.

Sovereign equality and non-inter-
vention: By invading Ukraine, Rus-
sia has not only denied Ukraine’s
sovereign equality but has actively
intervened in its internal affairs, se-
eking to dictate its political future
and territorial boundaries. The very
act of invasion is a negation of these
principles.

Refraining from the threat or use
of force: The use of military force on
a massive scale is the most flagrant
violation of this principle. Russia’s
aggression is a direct and unprovo-
ked war of choice.

Inviolability of frontiers and ter-
ritorial integrity: The illegal annex-
ation of Crimea in 2014, and later
the proclaimed annexation of the
Donbas, Kherson, and Zaporizhz-
hia regions, are direct assaults on

Ukraine’s territorial integrity and
the inviolability of its international-
ly recognized borders. These actions
are a direct challenge to the post-war
European order that the Helsinki
Accords sought to solidify.

Peaceful settlement of disputes:
Russia’s choice to resolve its grie-
vances with Ukraine through mi-
litary force, rather than diplomatic
channels, is a rejection of the peace-
ful settlement of disputes.

Respect for human rights and free-
doms: The war has been accompa-
nied by a litany of human rights abu-
ses, including war crimes, targeted
attacks on civilians, and the forced
deportation of Ukrainian citizens.
This stands in stark contrast to the
human rights commitments of the
Accords.

Equal rights and self-determina-
tion: Russia’s stated goal of pre-
venting Ukraine from aligning with
Western institutions and its denial of
Ukraine’s distinct national identity
directly undermine the principle of
self-determination.

Cooperation among states: Rus-
sia’s actions have destroyed the pos-
sibility of meaningful cooperation
with many European nations, le-
ading to a new era of confrontation
and mistrust.

Fulfillment of international obliga-
tions: Russia has not only violated
the Helsinki Accords but also nume-
rous other international laws and ag-
reements, including the UN Charter
and the Budapest Memorandum of
1994, which guaranteed Ukraine’s
territorial integrity.

The juxtaposition of the Helsin-
ki+50 conference and the simulta-
neous, deadly Russian bombing of
Kyiv is not merely ironic; it is a pro-
found and tragic demonstration of
the failure of the ”Helsinki Spirit” to
restrain a determined aggressor.

The conference, intended to ce-
lebrate a half-century of a diplo-
matic achievement, was held in the
shadow of its total and complete

violation. The presence of Russian
and Belarusian delegates at such an
event, even in a limited capacity, rai-
ses serious questions. While the ar-
gument for continued dialogue is of-
ten made, one must ask: what is the
purpose of dialogue with a state that
has shown such open contempt for
the very principles upon which that
dialogue is based? To invite a repre-
sentative of a state actively engaged
in a war of aggression is not a sign
of diplomatic pragmatism; it risks
normalizing and legitimizing that
aggression. It creates a dangerous
illusion that the international order,
and the institutions designed to pro-
tect it, are functioning as intended,
when in reality, they are under a di-
rect and unprecedented assault.

The bombing of Kyiv during

the conference

The Helsinki Accords were not just
a list of principles; they were a col-
lective act of will, a shared commit-
ment to building a more secure and
humane Europe. Russia’s actions
demonstrate that this shared com-
mitment has been unilaterally aban-
doned. The bombing of Kyiv during
the conference serves as a brutal and
undeniable statement from Moscow:
the "Helsinki Spirits” are, for them,
nothing more than empty words on
a piece of paper, to be ignored and
even mocked with deadly force. The
conference, therefore, becomes not
a celebration of a legacy, but a wake
for a lost ideal.

Image: President Leonid Brezhnew
after signing the Helsinki agreement
in 1975. Wikimedia Commons,
Public Domain
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ART EXPERIENCE OF THE WEEK

Helene Schjerfbeck
10.7.1862, Helsinki

23.1.1946, Saltsjobaden, Ruotsi
Lérarinnan, 1933
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EVENTS

UMEA WOMEN’S HISTORY MUSEUM
IN THE SECRET SERVICE OF THE
KINGDOM
4.5-20.8.2025
Meet the women in the Swedish intelli-
gence service during World War II. Hotel
cleaners, cleaners and secretaries are re-
cruited to the Swedish intelligence servi-
ce. They secretly act as informants, cou-
riers, or infiltrators. Others are employees
of the Postal Service, the Telephone Con-
trol, or the Defense Staff’s cryptography
department to write, decipher, translate,
and search through letters and calls about
suspicious things.”
https://www.kvinnohistoriskt.se/

EVENING MUSIC
In Vaasa Church — enjoy the atmosphere
of a classic summer evening
Feel the atmosphere of summer evenings
with high-quality music in Vaasa Church.
The Evangelical Lutheran parishes are
once again offering free classical music
concerts, which have already established
themselves as the pearls of the city’s sum-
mer programme over the years.
Classical evening music on Wednesdays
from 4.6.25 at 19.30
6.8. Inka Pirssinen, trumpet ja Hanna
Koljonen, urut.
13.8. Noora Karhuluoma, sopraano ja
Marco Bonacci, sembalo.

WASA FUTURE FESTIVAL
11-16.8.2025
The Wasa Future Festival 2026 is set to
take place from 11th to 16th August.
This event gathers knowledgeable and
motivated individuals from the business
world, universities, regional decision-ma-
king bodies.

and ministerial corps to focus on solving
issues in Vaasa and across Finland. The
event can be followed on Wasa Future
Festival YouTube channel.
Wasa Innovation Center
Gerbyntie 18
65230 Vaasa
https://wasafuturefestival.fi/

Butterfly Exhibition
12-31 August 2025 as part of Wasa Future
Festival
Butterfly Symposium 12.8.2025
Butterfly is an international interactive
exhibition on new media and performan-
ce art, which is a collaboration between
the University of Vaasa, Deak University,
Umea University and the University of
Tampere, and which is part of the program
of the Wasa Future Festival (11-16.8.2025)
as well as a related program (symposium

and program for school children).
https://sites.uwasa.fi/butterfly/

NIGHT OF THE ARTS
14.8.2025
”Toivottavasti ndemme taas ensi vuoden
Taiteiden ydssd”
https://www.vaasa.fi/koe-ja-nae/kulttuu-
ria-vaasassa-ja-seudulla/taiteiden-yo/
KOKKOLA SKI CHAMBER - KOKKOLA
AUTUMN CHAMBER
August 2025 & 2026
www.kokkolansyyskamari.com
VAASA CITY THEATRE
PIAF
Premiere 11.9.2025 AT 6 PM
Romeo Hall
”In September 2025, the musical play Piaf
— I Don’t Regret Anything will premie-
re on the Romeo stage of the Vaasa City
Theatre, which tells the unique and mul-
ti-stage life story of Edith Piaf, who rose
to world fame from the streets of Paris.”
The role of Piaf is interpreted by theatre
actress Sonja Halla-aho.
https://www.netticket.fi/piaf-vaasa
Jorma Panula - Conductor Course Con-
cert
19.9.2025 at 6 pm
Vaasa City Hall
In cooperation with Panula Academy.
Vaasa City Orchestra
cond. Students of the conducting course
”Over the decades, Jorma Panula’s cour-
ses in Vaasa have seen both future world
stars in the world of conducting and pe-
dagogues doing important basic work.
Maestro Panula, who has an enormous
amount of experience, finds the essence in
music, and the popularity of the courses
shows that he also knows how to pass it on
to his students. In the final concert of the

conducting course, we will put the lessons
learned during the week to full use!”

Las Vegas

2.10.2025 at 6 pm

Vaasa City Orchestra
cond. Antti Rissanen
sol. Juki Vilipakka & Chiara Orlandi
Come Fly With Me, Fly Me to the Moon,
My Way, I want to be Loved by You....
https://www.vaasa.fi/koe-ja-nae/kulttuu-
ria-vaasassa-ja-seudulla/vaasan-kaupung-
inorkesteri/las-vegas/

VAASA CITY THEATRE
UNNECESSARY PEOPLE
Premiere 23.10.2025 AT 7 PM
Juliet Hall
One of the most influential dramas in
Finnish playwriting.
https://www.netticket.fi/tarpeettomia-ih-
misia-vaasa

VAASA CITY THEATRE
FOREVER YOUNG
Premiere 31.10.2025 AT 7 PM
Romeo Hall
“Forever Young is a joyful musical co-
medy full of vibrant joy. As we get older,
do we get old? Or are we always forever
young?”’
https://www.netticket.fi/ikuisesti-nuo-
ri-vaasa

VAASA LITTFEST 2025
13.-15.11.2025.
Vaasa LittFest is a bilingual literary festi-
val that has been held in Vaasa since 2001.
The festival offers in-depth discussions
that open up important themes and ideas.
This year’s theme is Border(s), in-depth
days of literature have been promised!
vaasa.fi/littfesT

KALKKABRA Kokkola Opera Festival
14-16.11.25
”From people to people and opera for ope-
ra’s sake”
www.kpkamariooppera.fi

RUSK
18-22.11.2025
Chamber music at Jakbostad
Artistic Director
Anna-Maria Helsing
Composer of the Year
Dobrikna Tabakova
www.ruskfestival fi

BEATLES GOES KOKKOLA
Snellman Hall, Kokkola
21.11.2025 at 6 pm
Vaasa City Orchestra
cond. Jussi Lampela
Markku Veijalainen, presenter
”The Vaasa City Orchestra will visit Kok-
kola with its popular Beatles programme
together with Markku Veijalainen, who
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BICTI

FEAbCIHCbKUN AYX
AecATb NPUHUUNIB reAbCIHCbKUX AYXIB

In Ukrainian

I \eIbCIHCHKI yIo/u,
mMca”i B 1975
porti, CTali  BHU3HAYHUM

OCSATHEHHSIM IUIIIOMAaTii 4aciB
XOJIOIHOI BIMHU, BCTAHOBUBILIN
HaOlp 3 JeCATH IPHUHITUIIIB,
SIKUMH KEPYBAJIHMCS BIJTHOCHHHU
MDK JiepKaBaMH-Y4aCHUIISIMU.

Ili npuHnMIu, Xodya M He €
IOPUIUYHO 000B’ I3KOBUMH, MAJIM HA
METi CTBOPUTH PAMKHU JUJIsI MUPHOTO
CHIBICHYBaHHs Ta cmiBnpaii. Bouu
CTaJlu HapDXKHUM KameHeM Hapazu 3

- i Pocifa 3apas

P

0e3rekH i criBpoOITHUIITBA B €BpOITi
(HBCCE), monepenuuni Opranizarii
3 Oe3meku 1 CHIBpOOITHUIITBA B
€Bpori (OBCE). Cam nyx yron, sikuit
9acTO Ha3WBalOTh «l eIbCIHCHKUM
JyXOM», TIOJISITaB Y MPHUXUIBHOCTI
JI0 J1iaJIoTy, MOBAru 0 CyBEpPEHITETY
Ta MHUPHOTO BUPILIEHHS CIOPIB.
Aecatb NnpUHUMNIB:

CyBepeHHa pIBHICTB: BCI JEpKaBU
piBHI 1 BOJOMIIOTH OJHAKOBUMU
paBaMH.

YTpuMaHHS BiJl TOTPO3U CHIIOIO
abo T 3acTocyBaHHS: Jep>KaBU
HE TIOBMHHI 3aCTOCOBYBaTH a0o
MIOTPOXKYBATH 3aCTOCYBAHHSAM CHIIU

OJIHA MPOTHU OJIHOI.

HenopymHicth
HeoOxigHo  moBaxaru
KOPJIOHH MK JiepKaBaMu.

TeputopiaibHa IUTICHICTB
JiepKaB: TEPUTOPIst KOXKHOT IeprKaBU
MTOBHHHA OBAXATHUCS 1 3aXUIIIATUCS.

MupHe BperyimoBaHHS CIIOPIB:
KoH(mikTy MOBUHHI BUpILTYBaTHUCS
MHUPHUMH 3aC00aMHU.

HeBrpyyanHs y  BHyTpIilIHI
cnpaBu: KogHa  nepkaBa  He
MOBMHHA BTPYYaTHCS y BHYTPIIIHI
CIIPABH 1HIIIOI.

IloBara 10 mpaB JIOAWHU Ta
OCHOBHUX CBOOOX: 1II€ BKIIIOYA€

KOPJIOHIB:
icHytO0Ul
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cBOOOIY JAYMKH, COBICTI, pemirii Ta
NepeKOHaHb.

PiBai mpaBa 1 caMOBHW3HAuEHHS
HApOJIiB: BC1 HAPOAW MAalOTh TPaBO
BU3HAYATH CBIil MONITHYHUH CTATYC.

CriBpOOITHULITBO MiX
JepKaBaMu:  Jep)KaBU  MOBHHHI
CHIBIpAIIOBaTH B pi3HUX cepax.

JloGpocoBicHe BUKOHAHHS
3000B’s13aHb 32 MDKHAPOAHUM
IIPABOM: JepKaBU MOBHHHI
JOTPUMYBATHUCST CBOiX 3000B’s3aHb
32 MKHApPOJHUM TPaBOM.

3HaueHHs IMX NPUHIMIIB OyIo
[MOABIMHAM: BOHHM  3a0€3IEeUIN
OCHOBY JJIsl JiaJiorTy MK JBOMa
npoTuOopunMHu  OJOKaMu 1, IO
HaBaXJIMBIIIE, BIIKPHIN TPOCTIp
JUTSI TIPABO3aXUCHUKIB 1 TUCHJICHTIB Y
paastHChbKOMY 010111, 00 BHMaratu
BiJl CBOIX ypSIiB IiA3BITHOCTI.

Aii Pocii: cUCTEMaTUUHe
NOpYLUEHHA
Hii Pociiicekoi Oeneparii

3 MOMEHTy 1l BTOPTHEHHS B
VYkpainy y 2014 pomi Ta 0cobnuBo
MOBHOMAcCIITA0HOTO ~ BTOPTHEHHS
y 2022 pomi € CHCTEMaTHYHOIO
Ta BCEOCSIKHOIO BIIMOBOIO Bifg
KO)KHOTO 3 ITUX JAECSTH TMPUHIIHITIB.

CyBepenna piBHICTH i
HEBTpY4YaHHs: BToprayBmmce B
Vkpainy, Pocist He numie 3anepeuye
CYBEpEHHY piBHICTh YKpaiHu, ane i
AKTHBHO BTPYYa€ThCS B ii BHYTPIIIHI
CIpaBy, HAMaram4uchb TUKTYBaTh
CBOE TIONITHYHE MaiOyTHE Ta
TepuTopianbHi KopmoHu. CaMm akT
BTOPTHEHHSI € 3allepeyeHHsM X

NPUHIHITIB.
YTpumMaHHA BiJl TOTPO3U CHIIOIO
abo 1 3actocyBaHHs: Macose

3aCTOCYBAaHHS BIMCHKOBOI CHIIM €
HaAOLIBII KPUYYIIUM MOPYUICHHSIM
nporo mpuHImmmy. Arpecis Pocii —
e mpsMa i HEeCIpPOBOKOBaHA BiliHA
3a BJJaCHUM BHOODPOM.
HenopymrHicTh KOp/IOHIB
Ta  TEepUTOpiaIbHA  IIUTICHICTE:
Hezakonna anekcis Kpumy y 2014
pomi, a 3roJoM 1 MPOroJoIIeHa
anekcigs  [lonbacy, XepcoHCBKOT
Ta 3amopizbkoi oOnacTeit

€ TpAMHM  TIOCSTaHHSM  Ha
TEepUTOpiaNIbHY IUTICHICTh YKpaiHu
Ta HEMOPYIIHICTh ii MiXKHAPOTHO
BU3HAaHUX KopaoHiB. Ili mii €
NPSMUAM BHKJIUKOM MiCISIBOEHHOMY
€BPOIICUCBKOMY  IOPSAJKY, SKUHI
I'enbCiHCBKI  yrogm — mparHynu
3MIIHUTH.

Mupne BpETyIIOBaHHS
copiB: BuOip Pocii BupimmTu
cBOi mpereH3ii 1m0 VYkpaiHu 3a
JIOIIOMOTOK0  BIHCBKOBOI  CHIIH,
a He JIUIUIOMATHYHHX KaHAJIB,
€  BIAMOBOIO  Bil  MHUPHOTO
BPETYITIOBAHHS CYIEPEUOK.

IToara 1m0 mpaB 1 cBOOOX
monuHM: BiifHa CcynpoBOIKY€EThCS
HU3KOI0 TMOPYUICHb MpPaB JIFOIUHM,
BKJIIOYAIOYM  BOEHHI  3JIOYMHH,
IiJIecpsIMOBaHi HaIaan
Ha  [UBUIbHE  HAaceJeHHS  Ta
MPUMYCOBY JIEMIOPTALil0 TPOMAJISH
Vkpainu. Ile pi3ko KoHTpacTye
i3 3000B’A3aHHSAMH IIOAO TpaB
JIIOJIMHM, 1110 BUTUIMBAIOTE 3 YTOJI.

PiBHI mpaBa Ta caMOBM3HAYCHHS:
3asBeHa Pociero MmeTa He 1Oy CTHTH
pUETHAHHS YKpalHU JI0 3aXiTHHUX

IHCTUTYTIB Ta 3arepeyeHHs
0c00IMBO1 HaI[lOHAJIBHOT
1JIEHTUYHOCTI VYkpainu
6e3mocepeHpo i ApUBAIOTH
MIPUHITUI CaMOBH3HAYCHHSI.

CroiBmpanss MK Jep)KaBaMu:
mii Pocii 3HUIIWIA MOMKIJIHBICTH
3Hauymoi cmiBmpami 3 OararbMa
€BPOIECUCHKUMHU KpaiHamy,
o0 MpuU3BEIO [0 HOBOI epu
KOH(pOHTAII{ Ta HEJOBIPH.

Bukonanus MDKHAPOIHUX
3000B’s3aHb:  Pocist  mopymmia

He nuire [enbCciHChKI yromu, a
YUCIIEHH] 1HIT MDKHAPOJHI 3aKOHU
ta yroau, 3o0kpema Craryr OOH
Ta bynanemrcekuii MeMOpaHIyM
1994 poky, sKi rapaHTyBaiu
TEPUTOpPIAIbHY HUTICHICTh YKpaiHH.

3icTaBieHHS KOH(epeHIii
«lenbcinki+50» Ta 0OgHOYACHOTO
CMEPTOHOCHOTO pociiickkoro

O6ombOapayBanHsi KueBa He € mpocTo
ipoHIUHUM; 1€ IMOOKa 1 TpariyHa
JIEMOHCTpaIlisi ~ HECHPOMOXKHOCTI
«[enbCIHCHKOTO JTyXy» CTpUMAaTu

pimrydoro arpecopa.

Kondepentis, HNOKJIMKaHa
BiJI3HAYUTHU ITiBCTOIITHE
IUATIIOMATHYHE IOCSITHEHHS,

MIPOXOJIMIIA B TiHI HOTO TOTAILHOTO 1
NOBHOTO TMopymieHHs. [IpucyTHiCTh
POCIiCEKHUX i O1TOpPYChKUX
JieNieraTiB Ha TaKOMY 3aXOji, HaBiTh
B OOMEXKEHIM KIJBKOCTI, BUKIIMKAE
cepio3Hi NUTaHHS. X04a apryMEeHTH
Ha KOPHCThH MPOJOBKEHHS Jiajory
4acTO HABOAATHCS, CIIJl 3alIUTATH:
sKa MeTa JiaJloTy 3 JIepXkKaBolo, siKa
NPOJIEMOHCTpPYBalla TaKy BiAKPUTY
3HEBary N0 CaMHX INPHUHIMIIIB, Ha
AKX [eH Jiajor TIPYHTYEThCS?
3anpornryBaru npeCTaBHUKA
JiepKaBH, sika Oepe akKTUBHY Yy4acTh Yy
3arapOHMIIBKIN BiiHI, HE € 03HAKOIO
JTUIJIOMAaTHYHOTO  MParMaTu3My;
e pusukye HOpMamizyBaTH Ta
JeriTuMizyBatu 1o arpecioo. lle
CTBOpIOE  HeOe3meyHy  1LIH03iio,
0 MDKHApOAHUH TOPAJOK Ta
IHCTHTYWI, MOKJIMKaH1 fioro
3axumaryd, (yHKIIOHYIOTH — Tak,
SK 3aJlyMaHo, TOMAI SIK HacIpaBIi
BOHM  3a3HAIOTh  MNPSAMOTO  Ta
Oe3MpeneeHTHOTO Haray.
I'enbcinChKi yroau Oyiiv HE TIPOCTO
NepeTikoM TPUHIIMIIB;, BOHU Oyin
KOJICKTUBHUM aKTOM BOJIi, CITUTEHUM
3000B’s13aHHSM TIOOYIyBaTu OiIbII
OesneuHy Ta TyMaHHy €Bpomy.
Hii Pocii cBigquars mpo Te, Mo BiJ
IIbOTO  CHUIBHOTO  3000B’s3aHHS
BIIMOBIWJIMCS B OJHOCTOPOHHBOMY
nopsinky. bomOapayBanns Kuesa
mig  dac KoH(pepeHIil  ciyrye
OpyTallbHOIO 1  HE3alepeyHOr0
3agBOI0 3 MOCKBHU: «TeJIbCIHCHKI
JyXW» NIl HUX — 11e He OLIbIIe HiXkK
NOPOXKHI CITOBAa HA apKylIlli IMamnepy,
AKI MOXHa ITHOpYBaTW 1 HaBiTb
BUCMIIOBaTH 31  CMEPTOHOCHOIO
cwioro. Tomy koH(epeHtiss crae
HE CBATKYBaHHSM CHAJIIMHHU, a
TIOMUHKOM 32 BTPa4€HUM 1]1€aJI0M.

3o06paxenns: I[Ipesunent Jleowin
bpexubio miciast  TAIUCaHHS
I'enbcincpkoi yromm B 1975 pori.
Wikimedia Commons, Public Do-
main
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The Great Fire of Vaasa in 1852

Looking back fifty years later — originally published in
the magazine Brandluren in 1902, now in modern Eng-
lish.

Few towns in Finland have been spared from the ra-
vages of fire, and among the worst disasters stands the
great fire of Vaasa, which occurred fifty years ago. We
believe readers will find the following account—origi-
nally published in the press of that time—both interes-
ting and moving:

Hardly had the smoke from the great fire in Pori clea-
red* when another, equally dreadful calamity struck and
wiped out yet another thriving Finnish town. On Tues-
day, August 3, 1852, the weather was hot and cloudless.
A light southwesterly breeze, growing stronger as the
day went on, swept through the town when a fire bro-
ke out shortly before 10 a.m. in the two-storey wooden
house of Councillor Aurén on Kauppakatu—right in the
town’s most densely built block, surrounded by similar
wooden houses. The fire began when a maid attempted
to smoke flies out of the cowshed by throwing glowing
bricks into an empty tar barrel, which caught fire. In
panic, she carried the burning barrel outside, placing it
among hay and old baskets—materials that ignited ins-
tantly.

That summer was unusually dry and hot. Forest fires
raged over a vast area, from VOyri in the north to Kris-
tiinankaupunki in the south. As soon as the fire began in
Vaasa, people feared that the entire downwind part of
the town was lost. Water was scarce—most wells had
dried up. All efforts to extinguish the fire were in vain.
The flames advanced rapidly, consuming the homes of
Borgenstrom and Mannelin, the Hégglund and Vaakman
houses (on the current site of the Exchange Bank), and
the residence of merchant Wolff, the church, and the en-
tire neighborhood.

The fire spread with terrifying speed and ferocity,
moving not only in the direction of the wind but also
against it and sideways. By 7 p.m., virtually all of Vaasa
had been reduced to ashes, except for the county hospi-
tal, the prison, the Orthodox church, and a few buildings
south of the Court of Appeal park. The Court of Appeal
building—the town’s pride, built during the reign of
Gustav [II—survived.

The following notable buildings were destroyed: the
town hall, the Exchange Bank, the upper secondary
school and its associated institutions, the real school,
the beautiful church (although the altarpiece was sa-
ved), the Society House, and the governor’s office (then

located in the Eoschier residence), where the archives
were lost, along with the records of the town council
and the schools. Only a small portion of the school lib-
rary and its collections was saved. Vast quantities of
personal property vanished—inside houses, on streets,
in carts, during rescue attempts and looting. The govern-
ment granary remained standing. But major commercial
stockpiles, cash, accounting books, the contents of the
bookshop, and much of the printing press’s inventory
were lost.

Three deaths were recorded: a Russian barber, a labo-
rer, and an elderly woman. Several soldiers went mis-
sing. The chaos was overwhelming—but so too were
the selflessness, helpfulness, and patriotic spirit that aro-
se. Aid poured in from all directions—especially food
supplies.

Vaasa was left desolate. The destruction was so
complete that barely any timber remained standing.
Smoke continued to rise from the soil, from moss and
debris. Hundreds of scorched chimneys stood like gra-
vestones in a cemetery of a once-thriving town—a sight
not soon forgotten. Most of the population fled. Only a
tenth of the former inhabitants remained. The rest took
refuge in Palosaari and the surrounding countryside.

God and the compassion of the people, may they help
poor Vaasa!

Another contemporary writer remarked:

“In the twelve years that had passed since the destruc-
tion of Hamina, Finland had grown complacent. Each
year, as the fire insurance companies reported rising
profits and only a few thousand rubles paid in damages,
people began to believe that modern building regula-
tions and improved fire protection had made our towns
safe. Cities almost forgot the danger entirely, and the
early enthusiasm for organized fire brigades had faded.

Then nature gave us a warning and destroyed Pori.
A terrible misfortune, people said—but a rare one, they
added. Only an extraordinary combination of factors
could cause such a disaster, believed those who had the
greatest faith in modernity.

But God gave a second sign. Two months and twelve
days after the fall of Pori, disaster struck Vaasa. In broad
daylight, in the middle of a workday, at the busiest hour
of town life, the red bird (fire) landed on a quiet roof-
top. Nine hours later, Old Vaasa—a town that had never
burned before—was nothing but a smoking ruin.
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Det forsta fotografiet i Finland hade tagits tio dr tidigare men det fanns sikerligen inga kameror i
Vasa denna édesdigra dag. De forsta firgfotografierna togs forst pa 1940-talet.

De bilder som hir finns publicerade dr rekonstruktioner for hur det kunde a sett ut i Vasa den 3
augusti dr 1852, gjorda av AL

Ensimmdinen valokuva Suomessa oli otettu kymmenen vuotta aiemmin, mutta Vaasassa ei tu-
ona kohtalokkaana pdivind varmasti ollut kameroita. Ensimmdiset virivalokuvat otettiin vasta
1940-luvulla.

Téssd julkaistut kuvat ovat tekodlyn tekemid rekonstruktioita siitd, miltd Vaasa on saattanut
ndyttdid 3. elokuuta 1852.

The first photograph in Finland had been taken ten years earlier, but there were certainly no ca-
meras in Vaasa on that fateful day. The first color photographs were not taken until the 1940s.
The images published here are reconstructions of what Vaasa might have looked like on August 3,
1852, made by Al




*22* Wasa Daily, August 3, 2025

HISTORY

VAASA CITY FIRE ON AUG 3, 1852
Pali-Maja and the poem about the fire in the city of Wasa

According to hER, fire was God s punishment for the sins of humanity—and many of his contemporaries, including
priests, probably agreed.

Marie Johansdotter Berg, known by her pseudonym @'ﬁiﬁa
Pali-Maja, was born on 10 December 1784 in Pali, a <iapiliga wats/
farm group on Osterlandsvigen in Portom. Her father, Iﬂl k DII{%GF
Johan Hansson Uppgard, had moved to Portom from el

Pjelax in Nérpes, after he married Maria Greta Uppgard

and thus became the owner of half of a homestead called Diaria Beig cler Falihaja. X

Uppgard. When the homestead was changed, the family Gfeee yemeed 4ib famsiabe scy staifan
had to move to a meadow called Pala or Pali, a name ‘

that lives on to this day. The family had 14 children, 9 i

of whom survived to adulthood. Isak Smeds tells about i ik

the family in the book of poems published in 1882: ”All Bur B Blkar 2 Raniken.
the children were endowed with a wise head and a happy

disposition to learn everything that came to their minds.” ﬁ«‘%n

She died on 11 October 1867 in Nirpes. In her time,
she was the most prolific female poet in our country.

In her time, she was one of the most respected people Bl Traetecibelogs sevibc, 180
in the Nérpes area. In 1882 a book was published con-




*23* Wasa Daily, August 3, 2025

taining the poems that had been found and in the pre-
face to it, lecturer Isak Smeds from Petalax writes: ”The
poetess, whose songs are undoubtedly most commonly
sung throughout Ostrobothnia and whom I heard in my
childhood in my homeland with such great admiration
and respect.”

Pali-Maj must have been very talented, because alrea-
dy at the age of 18 she became a ’schoolmaster” and in
that role she was responsible for the education of child-
ren in many villages in Nérpes. Already at the age of 18
she started writing poems. As a 20-year-old, she visited
Stockholm, a trip that went by boat from Nérpes. Her
fellow travellers are said to have described her as a ”son-
gbird”.

Vaasa fire and the people’s lamentation
One of Palis-Maja’s most famous poems is about the
great Vasa fire on 3 August 1852, when almost the entire
city was destroyed by fire. The fire is one of Finland’s
largest city fires, and over 2500 people were left home-
less. Several died, entire neighborhoods were reduced
to ashes and churches and schools were destroyed. She
wrote the poem to comfort all those who have been left
homeless because of the terrible fire

Palis-Maja’s poem about this event, ”The Fire of Wasa
City”, is a unique document of the time. In strong reli-
gious images, she describes the despair of people, child-
ren fleeing from the fire, church bells falling, and a city
punished by an angry God. Pali-Maja was deeply aware
of the sinful life that was led in Vaasa before the fire.
Entertainment flourished, taverns were plentiful, dances
were arranged one after another, travelling theatre com-
panies delighted the townspeople. According to her, the
fire was God’s punishment for the sins of mankind — and
many of her contemporaries, including the clergy, were
probably of the same opinion.

At the same time, she appeals to God’s mercy, calls
for repentance and solidarity with those in need. It is a
poem that both mourns and exhorts — it is as much inter-
cession as the collective lament of the people.

Here is Pali-Maja’s poem about the fire in
the city of Vaasa:

My God, the source of all that’s good,
I fall with humble heart to you.

Let all my sighs be understood—

I pray in Jesus’ name, so true.

O Holy Spirit, plead for me,

That I in prayer heard may be.

I pray for those, so crushed and poor,
In Vasa’s city, burned and lost.

O Father, show your grace once more,
And turn their grief to joy, no cost.
Your stream of mercy flows again,
From heaven’s heights to broken men.

I seem to hear the bitter cries,

The weeping rising from each soul.

As flames devoured the darkened skies,
Despair took hold and stole control.

No time remained for prayer or flight,
As hope was lost in fire and night.

The little ones who just could walk

Were snatched from fire’s fierce advance.

The sleeping babes no time to talk—
They fled in fear with not a chance.
Their cribs replaced by earth and sky,
The only shelter left nearby.

Pdajn ftabs Dbranbd.

Fornamiigajt efter Smera’ wpptediing. 3 Randend famling fnmad

1

rod pactanter, fomt folma wdgqen flvof: ben ena wppteduad af veft
#, X Dallftém, den andra af dweranse eetfien 3. Dabilbo.
Eunaed fom Mo 285 0 qila i pioimbe Wi Tl ody fieme™ m.om.
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The old with silver in their hair
Had never seen such dreadful pain.
The fire consumed without a care—
And many lives it sought to claim.

Those who would save both wealth and breath

Were taken by the fire to death.

There rose a cry on every side—
From human lips and creatures’ moan.
In helpless grief they testified,

Though guilt was not the beasts’ alone.
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They suffered for the sins of man
Against the holy, just God’s plan.

No force could stop the fire’s spread,
It raced with fury, none could tame.
All human effort fell and bled—

A day of loss, of ash and flame.
How wretched was that fate and day
When all they had was swept away.

To see one’s home in ashes lie,

To watch the walls collapse in dust,

And not to know where one might cry,
Or find a place to sleep or trust—

What pain, what sorrow words can’t bear,
To know no haven anywhere.

How mournful was the ringing sound
When church bells fell and broke apart.
As if the angels wept around,

When God, in wrath, withdrew His heart.
The temple burned before their eyes,
Unshielded from the stormy skies.

O Vasa, crown of this proud land,
Who stood in beauty just before—
Have you let go of God’s command,
And lived in pride He can’t ignore?
For God who will not suffer pride,
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Poured out His wrath, no place to hide.

Were there not five who still were just,
Whose prayers might turn the flame away?
The prayers of righteous ones are trust—
They calm the fire, they light the way.

Yes, even greater grief can bend,

When holy hearts to heaven send.

What heart does not in sorrow break
To see the children roam alone?

O God, You weep for mercy’s sake—
Give them a roof, a bed, a home.

Bring shelter to the ones who weep,
And food for those who none can keep.

The heart that feels no pity here,

Nor lifts a hand to heal this pain,
Deserves no comfort, help, or cheer
When faced with hardship’s own domain.
For God will meet each soul in turn—
No wealth can make His justice burn.

Now I shall end these mournful lines,
Written in tears that cloud my sight.
With heartfelt prayer my hope aligns—
To God, whose wealth is endless light:
Help all who suffer, cold and poor,
And grant them daily bread once more.



An exceptional art
exhibition opening in
Vaasa this August com-
bines art and science to
examine the real environ-
mental impacts of digi-
talization. The Butterfly
exhibition asks what hap-
pens to the planet when
every click and ChatGPT
search consumes natural
resources.

The exhibition, running August
12-31, 2025 in the ”Catacom-
bs” at Wasa Innovation Center,
is a joint international project
between the University of Vaa-
sa, Deakin University, Umea
University, and the University
of Tampere’s Games Resear-
ch Lab. It is part of the Wasa
Future Festival program and
critically examines the deve-
lopment between humans and
nature globally.

Technology Critiques
Itself

The exhibition’s central idea is
paradoxical: it utilizes the same

T i
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VAASA FUTURE FESTIVAL

VAASA FUTURE FESTIVAL
International Art Exhibition Makes Digital Butterfly Ef-

fects Visible in Vaasa

technology it problematizes.
Artificial intelligence, virtual
reality, and audio data techno-
logy function both as medium
and object of critique. The exhi-
bition demonstrates how these
technologies define our lives
and how art can use technology
to critique itself.

”The more digital we become
in one area, the more significant
digitalization’s impact may
become in another area,” des-
cribes producer Elina Melgin
from the University of Vaasa
regarding the exhibition’s star-
ting point.

The exhibition’s philosophi-
cal foundation is “ecosophy”

— philosophy about the inter-
connection between ecological
systems and human values.

The concept combines “’eco”
(ecology) and ’sophy” (wis-
dom) to reflect on how techno-
logical development affects the
environment and people.
International Artist Group

The Butterfly exhibition pre-
sents internationally recognized
artists from around the world.
Participants include Moa
Cederberg from Finland, Jurgis

Peters from Latvia and Finland,
Samuel Kujala from Finland,
and a broad Australian artist
group from Cameron Bishop to
Spencer Rose.

Particularly interesting is

the collaboration between
award-winning Jack Manning
Bancroft and Tyson Yunkapor-
ta, who contribute new vocabu-
lary to the rapidly developing
digital landscape through Aus-
tralian Indigenous knowledge
systems.

The artists address questions
about artificial intelligence,
sustainability, and ecosophy,
and their impacts on culture,
language, society, environme-
nt, human agency, and human
relationships.

Smart Industry Requi-
res Sustainable Energy

Solutions

The exhibition highlights a
current challenge: industry

is becoming not only digital
but presumably ’smart” as
well. The challenge is finding
sustainable energy solutions to
maintain the technology that
drives this intelligence.

Every small click and search on

Google or ChatGPT consumes
natural resources. The exhibi-
tion makes these hidden en-
vironmental impacts visible and
reflects on how we can develop
technology more sustainably.

Curatorial Team and

Side Programming

The exhibition has been cura-
ted by an international team
including Associate Profes-

sor Rebekah Rousi from the
University of Vaasa, Associate
Professor Toija Cinque from
Deakin University in Australia,
Dr. Anne Scott Wilson from
Deakin University, Aska Mayer
from the University of Tam-
pere, and Associate Professor
Esteban Guerrero Rosero from
Umea University in Sweden.
The exhibition’s architecture

is handled by Lyndsey Mor-
ley from Britain and Finland
together with the curatorial
group.

The exhibition’s side pro-
gramming includes the But-
terfly symposium on August
12, 2025, and programs for
school children. The exhibition
opening for invited guests is
arranged on August 11 at 5:30-
7:30 PM.

Catalog and Additional

Information

An approximately 80-page

art exhibition catalog will be
published in July. It contains

18 artist presentations and

five scientific articles. The
catalog’s editors are Rebekah
Rousi, Toija Cinque, and Katey
O’Sullivan.

The exhibition has emerged
through grants and partnerships,
with Wasa Innovation Center
being the most significant. The
exhibition is open to the public
August 12-31, 2025, as part

of the Wasa Future Festival at
Gerbynvégen 16 in Pukinkul-
ma, Vaasa.



INLAND IS expe-

riencing an excep-
tional heat wave, as the
highest temperature of
the summer was measu-
red yesterday at the Hie-
kkapakkka observation
station in Lappeenranta.
At the same time, 30.3
degrees was measured in
Parikkala Koitsanlahti,
which today is the 14th
day in a row where it has
been measured above
30.0 degrees anywhere
in Finland.

’According to the Finnish
Meteorological Institute, this
is the longest period of conse-
cutive days exceeding 30 de-
grees Celsius in the statistics
since 1961. The record is cle-
arly better than previous heat
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CLIMATE CHANGE

CLIMATE CHANGE
Finnish Meteorological Institute: New temperatu-

waves and shows how cli-
mate change affects weather
conditions in Finland.

The warm weather conti-
nues
According to the Finnish
Meteorological ~ Institute’s
forecasts, the heat wave will
continue, and next week also
looks set to start with general
warmth. Warm temperatures
will remain high, although
thunderstorms will become
more frequent as the week
changes, which may provide
temporary relief.
Meteorologists warn that
this year’s heat wave is un-
likely to be unique. Climate
change is causing such ex-
treme weather phenomena
to become more common in
Finland.

Europe on fire
Finland is not alone in having

re record in Finland. And it doesn’t stop

exceptional temperatures. In
June and July 2025, Europe
experienced a widespread
heatwave with local tempe-
ratures exceeding 40°C, and
June 2025 was the warmest
June on record in Western
Europe with an average tem-
perature of 20.49°C.

According to an analysis
by Imperial College London,
extreme temperatures may
have caused around 2,300
deaths in 10 days in the 12
cities analyzed.

Although there is no more
detailed information on the
current temperatures in Es-
tonia, the country’s all-time
previous temperature re-
cord is 35.6°C, which is still
lower than the current values
in Finland.

Effects of climate change
Western Europe is cur-
rently affected by a strong

there.

fU it

high-pressure system that
damages dry air from North
Africa into the region and
leads to extreme heat. This
has significant consequences
in all areas of life, leading to
increased air pollution and a
high risk of forest fires.

According to meteorolo-
gists, the weather in Finland
is changing permanently.
Summers are getting warmer
and previously rare heat wa-
ves are becoming more fre-
quent. This 14-day heat wave
is just the beginning of what
can be expected in the future.

The Finnish Meteorologi-
cal Institute urges residents to
prepare for constant heat and
to take precautions, especial-
ly when it comes to outdoor
activities and physical exer-
tion. Thundershowers may
provide temporary relief, but
the basic trend remains: Fin-
land is warming.
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ART
OLAVI LANU

Harmony of Nature and Art - Olavi Lanu’s Eternal
Legacy in the Heart of Lahti

N KARINIEML, Lahti, within the de- I "5 =g
ciduous forest of Kariniemenmaki, S,
lies one of Finland’s most unique ar- § e
tistic experiences. The Lanu Park was
built between 1989-1992 when the city
of Lahti commissioned visual artist Ol-
avi Lanu to create a total of 12 sculptu-
res. This exceptional ensemble is more ] :
than just a sculpture park — it is the ar- g . L Lt
tist’s vision of the inseparable connec- M

tion between art and nature.

From a Boy in Viipuri to an Interna-
tional Artist

Lennart Olavi Lanu, known as Olli to his
friends, was born and raised in the rural
municipality of Viipuri on the shores of
Viipurinlahti in 1925. His youth during
the wartime years profoundly shaped
the future artist’s worldview. During
the war, while serving in a concrete
obstacle unit, he learned the secrets of
concrete casting — skills that would later
define his artistic expression.

As a sculptor, Lanu’s international
breakthrough came at the Venice Bi-
ennale in 1978, where he presented his
work “Life in Finnish Forests.” This
was a pivotal moment, considered the
catalyst for the artist’s entire subsequent
body of work. In Venice, the world saw
for the first time Lanu’s unique vision
of art integrating with nature.
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The Artist’s Philosophy Realized in
the Park

The Olavi Lanu sculpture park is loca-
ted within Kariniemi park, in the midst
of nature. As the artist had planned, his
works blend into the scenery. This was
not accidental, but a conscious artistic
choice. The artist’s goal was also that
time and nature would shape the works
— a concept that was radically different
from traditional sculpture.

The works were completed at a rapid
pace, three sculptures per year, but each
was a carefully considered part of a lar-
ger whole. The sculptures were cast in
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and eternity, the search for beauty and its discovery unite into a harmonious whole.

concrete at the Renkoméki gravel pit,
with help from students at the Lahti
Art Institute. Students were also used
as models in the works — a method that
brought human warmth and genuine
community spirit to the pieces.

Whispers of Frogs and the Passage
of Time

Over the years, the park has developed
exactly as Lanu designed it. The sculp-
tures have become moss-covered and
merged with nature over the years, as
the artist wished. In Lanu Park, moss
is allowed to grow on the sculptures,
making them a living part of the forest
environment.

Lanu’s themes are his pairs of huma-
noid figures embracing or kissing, or
natural forms such as rocks, willows,
and twisted trees. The works reflect
love, togetherness, and the power of na-
ture — themes that touch every visitor.
In winter, the snow-covered sculptures
blend into and become part of the sur-
rounding landscape, creating its own
atmosphere for each season.

International Recognition and Local
Pride

Lanu has been awarded the title of pro-
fessor, Lahti Person of the Year (1987),
the Pro Finlandia Medal, and numerous
awards both in Finland and abroad. He
is one of the most internationally recog-
nized artists in all of Finland, yet deeply
rooted in Lahti.

One of Lahti’s sources of pride is the
Lanu Park located in Kariniemi, where
twelve large sculptures together with
the surrounding nature form a harmo-
nious whole. It is not just an attraction,
but a place that invites reflection on hu-
manity’s relationship with nature and
time.

A Living Legacy

This year marks one hundred years sin-
ce Olavi Lanu’s birth (1925-2015), and
his legacy lives stronger than ever. He
mentioned cycling and moving in natu-
re as his favorite hobbies — values that
are clearly visible in his art.

Lanu Park is proof of how art can en-
rich the urban environment and create
meaningful experiences. It is a place
where every visitor can find their own
interpretation of the artist’s vision — a
vision where nature and humanity, time
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WORLD ECOLOGY

GLOBAL FOOTPRINT

HE CLOCK RUNS out. Earth Overshoot Day

falled on July 24th this year — the earliest date
humanity has ever burned through the planet’s an-
nual resources. From here on, we’re stealing from
tomorrow.

The math is brutal. Humanity uses nature 1.8 times faster
than Earth’s ecosystems can regenerate. We’re strip-mining
the future, and the bill keeps growing.

This isn’t some distant crisis. Overshoot drives the chaos
we see every day — biodiversity collapse, extreme weather,
food shortages, conflicts over dwindling resources. The da-
mage compounds. Every year we run a deficit, the debt gets
deeper.

Even as this year’s Earth Overshoot Day is the earliest ever,
it has remained within a narrow window for over 15 years.
The date holds steady while the pressure builds. We’re maxed
out, running on fumes, depleting what’s left.

The market broke. That’s the cold truth. From an economic
perspective, overshoot is a clear example of market failure.
Resources get underpriced. Overuse gets rewarded. The sys-
tem cannibalizes itself.

Cities burn through resources. Energy systems leak waste.
Food chains collapse under pressure. Population grows while
the planet shrinks. The biosphere bleeds out.

But here’s the kicker — solutions exist. They’re profitable.
Cutting CO2 emissions from fossil fuels by 50% would move
the date by three months. Technologies that restore balance
make money as they scale.

Earth Hits Breaking Point Earlier Than Ever

1

Smart money sees what’s coming. Companies that reverse
overshoot position themselves for a resource-constrained fu-
ture. The writing’s on the wall.

”We are stretching the limits of how much ecological da-
mage we can get away with,” warns Dr. Lewis Akenji from
Global Footprint Network. ”We owe the planet at least 22
years of ecological regeneration, even if we stop any further
damage now.”

The choice cuts sharp. Dr. Mathis Wackernagel, who tracks
these numbers, puts it plain: “Overshoot cannot last. It will
end either by deliberate design or dumped-on disaster.”

Design or disaster. Fix the market or watch it collapse.

The carbon footprint alone devours 61 percent of huma-
nity’s ecological budget. We’re burning the house down for
heating fuel.

Countries, cities, companies — whoever adapts first survives
what’s coming. The unprepared face catastrophic risk. Re-
source security becomes the new currency. Access to clean
water, fertile soil, stable climate — these determine who thri-
ves and who falls.

The debt clock ticks. Every day past July 24th, we borrow
more from a planet that’s already overdrawn. The interest
compounds. The damage spreads.

But tomorrow’s decisions still matter. Technology exists to
flip the script. Investment flows toward solutions. Political
will can shift overnight when survival’s on the line.

The question isn’t whether overshoot ends. Physics guaran-
tees it will.

The question is whether we choose the ending — or let it
choose us.



In 2025, online transla-
tion tools have become
more advanced than ever,
offering near-human ac-
curacy in many languages.
For translations between
Finnish, Swedish, and
English—three languages
with different linguistic
roots—some Al-powered
translators perform better
than others. This article
compares the top options
available today, evaluating
their strengths and weak-
nesses.

1. Google Translate: The
Most Reliable All-Roun-

der

Google Translate remains one
of the most widely used transla-
tion tools, supporting over 100
languages, including Finnish
and Swedish. Its neural machi-
ne translation (NMT) system
has improved significantly, es-
pecially for Finnish, which is a
challenging language due to its
complex grammar.

Pros:

Fast and free

Handles long texts well

Offers pronunciation and trans-
literation

Continuously updated with user
corrections

Cons:

Sometimes produces awkward
phrasing in Finnish

Less nuanced than some Al
competitors

2. DeepSeek: The Rising Al
Contender

DeepSeek has gained popularity
for its high accuracy in Nordic
languages. It uses advanced
large language models (LLMs)
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ONLINE TRANSLATIONS

The Best Online Translators in 2025

fine-tuned for Scandinavian and
Finno-Ugric languages, making
it a strong choice for Finnish-
Swedish-English translations.

Pros:

Better context retention than
Google Translate

Handles idiomatic expressions
well

Free to use (as of 2025)
Cons:
Limited additional features

(e.g., no speech translation)
Still improving for less common
dialects

3. ChatGPT (OpenAl):
Best for Contextual Ac-

curacy
ChatGPT-4.5 (or later versions)
excels in understanding context,
making it ideal for translating
complex sentences. Unlike tra-
ditional translators, it can adjust
tone and style, which is useful
for business or creative writing.

Pros:

Natural-sounding translations
Can refine outputs based on user
feedback

Works well with technical and
literary texts

Cons:

Requires a subscription for best
performance

Slower than dedicated transla-
tion tools

4. Gemini (Google Deep-
Mind): Al-Powered Preci-
sion

Gemini, Google’s advanced Al
model, integrates with Goog-
le Translate but offers deeper
contextual understanding. It
performs particularly well with
Swedish-English  translations
due to extensive training data.

Pros:

s &
Strong handling of Scandinavi-
an languages
Can explain translations (useful
for learners)
Integrates with other Google
services

Cons:

Not as strong with Finnish as
with Swedish

Requires internet access for full
functionality

5. Claude (Anthropic):
Balanced and Safe Tran-

slations

Claude focuses on providing
accurate, bias-free translations,
making it a good option for pro-
fessional use. While not as fast
as Google Translate, it avoids
many common errors in Finnish
grammar.

Pros:

High accuracy for formal texts
Explains translation choices
Good for business and academic
use

Cons:

Limited free access

Not as optimized for casual spe-
ech

6. Opera’s Aria: The Un-

derrated Option
Aria, powered by OpenAl’s mo-
dels, is a free alternative built

into the Opera browser. It works
well for quick translations, es-
pecially between Swedish and
English, but struggles slightly
with Finnish nuances.

Pros:

Free and easy to use
Browser-integrated for conve-
nience

Decent accuracy for short texts

Cons:

Less reliable for long documents
Fewer language customization
options

Verdict: Which
Should You Use?

For everyday use: Google Tran-
slate (fast, reliable, free)

One

For business/academic transla-
tions: ChatGPT or Claude (bet-
ter context handling)

For Finnish-specific needs:
DeepSeck (strongest with Fin-
no-Ugric languages)

For Swedish-English: Gemini
(most natural phrasing)

Ultimately, the best tool de-
pends on your needs. While
Al translation has come a long
way, human proofreading is still
recommended for critical do-
cuments.
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STREETS AND SQUARES

The Transformation of Kasarmintori Begins - Old Trees

-

R
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Kasarmintori /Eas-
tern Barracks Square) is
facing a transformation:
on Wednesday, July
30th, the renovation of
the church-side section
of the street will begin,
renewing both the stre-
et surface and the green
areas. The work will
continue until the end of
October, and with it, the
area will gain new trees,
improved water supply,
and safer pedestrian are-
as.

Old Trees Replaced - More
and Stronger Trees to Be
Planted

The trees along the street
have been inspected, and
most of them are in poor
condition. The stress caused
by the groundwork would
further weaken their condi-
tion, so the old trees will be

Replaced, Stre

Sl AT el

historic replaced with new ones.

et Renewed
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”We decided to preemptive-
ly remove the trees in poor
condition so that they don’t
cause hazardous situations
later. More columnar maples
will be planted in their place,
which have better conditions
to thrive,” says the city’s re-
sponsible person for green
areas.

Only one park tree will be re-
moved, and a new one will be
planted in its place. In addi-
tion, long-lived oaks will be
planted in the area, strengthe-
ning the park’s vegetation for
the future.

Street Works Disrupt Traf-
fic — Parking Moves to Ne-
arby Streets

During the work period, par-
king at Kasarmintori will be
suspended, and motorists
will be directed to use free
parking spaces on nearby
streets. Signs will be instal-
led around the work area to
minimize disruptions.

R S e
”We aim to complete the
work as quickly and with as
little disruption as possible.
After the renewal, the area
will be more beautiful and
functional for both pedestri-
ans and motorists,” promises
the project manager.

Fifth Fire Street in Renova-
tion Cycle - Water Supply
Renewed

Kasarmintori is the fifth fire
street to be renovated as part
of Vaasa’s street network re-
newal project launched in re-
cent years. This time, a key
part is the improvement of
water supply, which ensu-
res a more sustainable infra-
structure for the area.

”The renovation of fire stre-
ets is a long-term effort that
improves the city’s resilien-
ce. In the coming years, re-
novations will continue on
other streets,” says a repre-
sentative of the building de-
partment.

- M =y C B 3
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What are the benefits of
the renewal?

[] Safer street — new surfaces
and better maintained trees
reduce risk.

[J Greener environment —
more trees and more diverse
vegetation.

[1 More sustainable infra-
structure — new water supply
ensures longer-lasting use.

Work Schedule: [ July 30 —
October 31, 2025 [ Eastern
Kasarmintori  (church-side
section)

Parking: [ Nearby streets
offer temporary parking op-
tions.

More information: City’s
construction pages Map of
the work area

The new Square will soon be
ready — welcome to enjoy the
renewed environment!
Source: www.vaasa.fi
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PHARMACY REFORM

Major Pharmacy Reform Coming - Prescription
Drugs to Get Cheaper, Common Medicines to Be
Sold in Stores

INLAND'’S pharma-

cy system is set for a
major overhaul that will
make prescription medi-
cations more affordable
and allow select over-
the-counter medicines to
be sold in grocery stores.
The Ministry of Social
Affairs and Health has
released a proposal for
changes aimed at cutting
public spending while
improving medicine ac-
cessibility.

Key Changes Coming
Lower Prices for Prescription
Drugs

The reform will reduce
prescription medication fees,
directly lowering costs for
patients.

Expected to save €30 mil-
lion annually in state drug
reimbursement expenses.

New Tax Rules for
Pharmacies

Pharmacy tax will shift from
being based on revenue to
profit margins.

Small pharmacies with
profits under €250,000 will
be exempt entirely.

Over-the-Counter Medici-
nes in Stores

Common medications like
heartburn and constipation
treatments will be available
outside pharmacies.

Selection will be limited
to products deemed safe
without pharmacist consul-
tation.

Pharmacies Gain New
Authority

Pharmacists will be allowed
to correct obvious prescrip-
tion errors under strict con-
ditions.

What Happens Next?
The proposal is open for
public consultation until Au-

gust 18, 2025. If approved,
changes would take effect Ja-
nuary 1, 2026.

”This reform delivers on
our government program
while protecting nationwide
pharmacy coverage. We’re
making better use of phar-
macists’ expertise in health-
care,” said Minister of Social
Security Sanni Grahn-Laaso-
nen.

The ministry estimates the
changes will create a more
efficient, accessible and
cost-effective medication
system while maintaining sa-
fety standards.
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INDUSTRY

wartsila Delivers 204 MW Power Solution to
Major Mining Project in Pakistan

Finnish technology
group Wartsila from
Vaasa has signed a
contract to supply a
204-megawatt power
plant to the Reko Diq
copper-gold mining
project in Balochistan,
Pakistan.

The order, placed by Reko Diq
Mining Company (RDMC),
was recorded in Wartsild’s
second-quarter order book and
marks a major step in sup-

porting one of the world’s most
significant untapped mining
sites.

The plant, which will ope-

rate with twelve Wirtsild 50
engines and auxiliaries, will
provide reliable and economi-
cal electricity for the mining
operations in a remote region of
western Pakistan. Delivery of
the equipment is scheduled to
begin in late 2026.

“Wirtsild’s technical expertise
and strong local presence in

Pakistan are highly valued.
We’re pleased to have them as
a reliable partner in this major
undertaking,” said Tim Cribb,
Project Director at RDMC.

The deal is structured as an
engineering, procurement, and
construction (EPC) contract,
and includes advanced heat
recovery systems and infra-
structure for future renewable
energy integration. The engines
are also designed to be con-
verted for use with alternative,
more sustainable fuels — alig-

ning with Wirtsild’s broader
strategy to accelerate the global
energy transition.

According to Alexandre Ey-
kerman, Director of Wirtsild
Energy, the mining sector holds
“some of the largest growth
potential for Pakistan’s eco-
nomy,” and projects like Reko
Diq are essential to unlocking
that potential.

“Pakistan has vast, underutili-
zed reserves of copper, gold,
lithium, and rare earth elements
— all vital for the global green
transition and technological
development,” Eykerman said.

The Reko Digq initiative is
expected to generate significant
local economic benefits, inclu-
ding job creation and communi-
ty development investments.

Wairtsild — Leading the Energy
Transition

Headquartered in Helsinki and
listed on Nasdaq Helsinki,
Wartsild is a global leader in
energy and marine technology
solutions. In 2024, the compa-
ny’s net sales reached EUR 6.4
billion. With 18,300 employees
across 77 countries, Wértsi-

14 focuses on innovation in
sustainable energy and lifecycle
services. Its energy segment
alone has delivered 79 GW of
power plant capacity and over
130 energy storage systems to
180 countries.

Image: Wirtsild will provide

a 204 MW power plant to the
Reko Diq copper-gold mining
project in Pakistan. © Reko Diq
Mining Company



By Farangis Najibullah
Kabul could become the
world’s first capital to
run out of water com-
pletely, experts say, bla-
ming the crisis on rapid
population growth, cli-
mate change, and mis-
management.

The Afghan capital’s groundwa-
ter levels have plummeted by up
to 30 meters in the past decade,
while almost half of the city’s
boreholes -- the main source of
drinking water for the residents
-- have dried out, according to a
recent study by the Mercy Corps
NGO.

Demand for groundwater in
the city is disproportionately
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CLIMATE CHANGE

RADIO FREE EUROPE/RADIO LIBERTY
Kabul On Course To Be World’s First Capital To
Run Out Of Water

high: each year, 44 million cu-
bic meters more water is ex-
tracted than can naturally be
replenished -- nearly double the
sustainable rate.

Kabul's population has grown
from about 2 million in 2000 to
more than 6 million in 2025,
putting immense pressure on its
water supplies.

The city’s aquifers are also
being drained by more than
100,000 unregulated borewells
and hundreds of factories and
greenhouses, according to Mer-
cy Corps and Afghan water ma-
nagement experts who spoke to
RFE/RL.

“Kabul has some 400 hectares
of greenhouses that consume

about 4 million cubic meters of
water annually. said Najibullah
Sadid, a water resources and cli-
mate change researcherbased in
Germany. “There are also more
than 500 beverage businesses
operating in Kabul. Just one
such company, Alokozay, the
largest soft drink company in
the city, uses about 1 million cu-
bic meters of groundwater each
year.”

The United Nations has war-
ned that without swift action,
Kabul’s groundwater could be
depleted by 2030, posing an ex-
istential threat to residents and
sparking a major wave of mig-
ration.

'Having To  Choose
Between Water And
Food’

Many parts of Kabul have al-
ready run dry, and residents rely
entirely on the limited amount
of water they purchase from
tankers.

One person who lives in the
relatively affluent area of Tai-
mani in northwestern Kabul
says he spends a quarter of his
salary on water.

“My monthly salary is 21,000
Afghani ($300) and I spend at
least 5,000 Afghani ($70) on
water for our family of 10 pe-
ople,” he told RFE/RL on June
26. “We use this water for tea,
cooking, washing-up, laundry,
and bathing.”

“There are many families that
can’t afford to buy water, it’s
like having to choose between
water and food,” the Taimani
resident said.

He also said that those who
can’t pay for water travel seve-
ral kilometers to bring it from
areas that have public water
pumps. Even in sweltering sum-

mer weather, many apartment
blocks in Kabul only get water
once or twice a week.

Water  contamination s
another major challenge that has
plagued Afghanistan, where ne-
arly 80 percent of people have
no access to safe drinking water,
according to the United Nations.

Most of Kabul’s groundwater
is contaminated with sewage,
toxins, and high levels of arse-
nic, experts say.

Potential Solutions

The Western-backed former
Afghan government, which col-
lapsed in 2021, received more
than $4 billion from internatio-
nal donors to overhaul its water
sector, according to the World
Bank, but the sector remains
largely underdeveloped both in
the capital and the rest of the
country.

Officials of the current Tali-
ban-led government in Kabul
did not respond to RFE/RL’s
request for comment. However,
many local experts believe the
Afghan capital could still re-
solve its water crisis relatively
quickly if decisive steps are ta-
ken.

“This problem is not new. For
over a decade, various proposals
on how to tackle the problem
have been presented to Afghan
authorities, but it has never been
a priority for them,” Sadid told
RFE/

/Source: https://www.rferl.\
org/a/kabul-water-crisis-run-
ning-out-of-water-afghanis-
tan-2025/33461892.html

The text above is an excerpt.
Copyright (c)2025 RFE/RL,
Inc. Used with the permission
of Radio Free Europe/Radio Li-
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C3S: June was hot - but not in Finland

The Copernicus Climate
Change Service (C3S) has
released its monthly climate
bulletin revealing that June
2025 was the third-warmest
June globally, but Nordic
countries including Finland
experienced notably different
conditions compared to the
scorching heat that gripped
much of Europe.

Global Heat Records Continue
June 2025 was the third-war-
mest June globally, with an
average ERAS surface air
temperature of 16.46°C, 0.47°C
above the 1991-2020 average
for June. While this repre-

sents a slight cooling from the
record-breaking June 2024,
global temperatures remained
significantly elevated, standing
1.30°C above the estimated
1850-1900 average used to
define the pre-industrial level.
Europe’s Tale of Two Climates
The continent experienced dra-
matically contrasting conditions
between its western and nort-
hern regions. Western Europe
as a whole saw its warmest
June on record, with an average
temperature of 20.49°C, 2.81°C

above the 1991-2020 average.
This narrowly surpassed the
previous record set during the
infamous heat of 2003.

Two major heatwaves in mid-
and late June 2025 affected
large parts of western and
southern Europe. Much of the
region saw feels-like tempera-
tures exceeding 38°C, corre-
sponding to ’very strong heat
stress’. Parts of Portugal saw
feels-like temperatures reach
around 48°C or ’extreme heat
stress’.

Finland and Fennoscandia
Buck the Trend

However, the Nordic region
painted a different picture enti-
rely. It was wetter than average
in Iceland, Ireland, the northern
UK, Denmark, much of Fen-
noscandia, the Baltic states, Be-
larus, and parts of Ukraine and
Russia. This pattern meant that
while much of Europe swel-
tered, Finland and its Nordic
neighbors experienced cooler,
more humid conditions.

The contrast was particularly
stark when considering preci-
pitation patterns. While it was
drier than average in western

and southern Europe, as well as
much of the UK and regions of
southern Scandinavia, Finland
benefited from above-average
rainfall that provided relief
from the continental heat wave.
Mediterranean Reaches Unpre-
cedented Temperatures

Adding to the intensity of

the European heat wave, an
exceptional marine heatwave
developed in the western Medi-
terranean in June, leading to the
highest daily SST ever recorded
for the region as a whole in
June (27.0°C), corresponding to
the highest daily SST anomaly
for any month (3.7°C above
average).

Climate Expert Warns of
Future Trends

Samantha Burgess, Strategic
Lead for Climate at ECMWEF,
emphasized the significance of
these patterns: ”June 2025 saw
an exceptional heatwave impact
large parts of western Europe,
with much of the region expe-
riencing very strong heat stress.
This heatwave was made more
intense by record sea surface
temperatures in the western
Mediterranean. In a warming

world, heatwaves are likely to
become more frequent, more
intense and impact more people
across Europe.”

Global Climate Context

The June 2025 data fits into

a broader pattern of climate
extremes. The 12-month period
of July 2024 — June 2025 was
0.67°C above the 1991-2020
average, and 1.55°C above the
pre-industrial level. Notably,
June 2025 was only the third
month in the last 24 with a glo-
bal temperature less than 1.5°C
above the pre-industrial level.
The contrasting conditions
between Finland and western
Europe highlight the complex
regional variations in climate
change impacts, demonstrating
that even as global temperatu-
res rise, different regions can
experience vastly different
weather patterns within the
same time period.

Vs

The Copernicus Climate Change\
Service provides monthly cli-
mate bulletins using data from
billions of measurements from
satellites, ships, aircraft and
weather stations around the
world.
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Being Bilingual Is Good for Your Brain

HE ABILITY to speak

more than one langua-
ge has long been associated
with cognitive, social, and
professional advantages.
However, recent neurosci-
entific research has revealed
that bilingualism also con-
fers significant neurological
benefits, enhancing brain
function, delaying cognitive
decline, and even protecting
against neurodegenerative
diseases such as Alzheimer’s
(Bialystok 2011, 229).

This article examines the
cognitive advantages of bil-
ingualism, drawing on em-
pirical studies in psychology,
neuroscience, and linguistics
to demonstrate how speaking
multiple languages reshapes
the brain and improves men-
tal resilience.

The ability to speak more
than one language has long
been associated with cogni-
tive, social, and professional
advantages. However, recent
neuroscientific research has
revealed that bilingualism
also confers significant neu-
rological benefits, enhancing
brain function, delaying cog-
nitive decline, and even pro-
tecting against neurodege-
nerative diseases such as
Alzheimer’s (Bialystok 2011,
229). This article examines
the cognitive advantages of
bilingualism, drawing on em-
pirical studies in psychology,
neuroscience, and linguistics
to demonstrate how speaking
multiple languages reshapes
the brain and improves men-
tal resilience.

The fact that bilingualism
benefits our health—particu-
larly our cognitive abilities—
is of special interest in our

Being Biling uaI
is GOOJ for

YOUR HEALTH

The fact that bilingualism benefits our
health—particularly our cognitive abili-
ties—is of special interest in our country,
where many people have the opportunity

country, where many people
have the opportunity to be
actively bilingual.

Cognitive Benefits of
Bilingualism
1. Enhanced Executive

Function

Bilingual individuals
constantly switch between
languages, a process that en-
gages the brain’s executive
control system. This mental
exercise strengthens cogniti-
ve flexibility, attention regu-
lation, and problem-solving
skills. According to a study
by Costa et al. (2008, 280),
”Bilinguals outperform mo-
nolinguals in tasks requiring
inhibition of irrelevant infor-
mation and task-switching,
suggesting that bilingualism
enhances executive control
mechanisms.”
Neuroimaging studies sup-
port these findings, showing
that bilinguals exhibit increa-
sed gray matter density in the
prefrontal cortex—the brain

region responsible for deci-
sion-making and self-regu-
lation (Abutalebi et al. 2012,
1056).

2. Delayed Cognitive

Decline and Dementia
One of the most striking
benefits of bilingualism is
its protective effect against
age-related cognitive decli-
ne. Research by Bialystok et
al. (2007, 459) found that bil-
ingual individuals developed
symptoms of Alzheimer’s di-
sease four to five years later
than monolinguals, despite
having similar levels of brain
pathology.

A longitudinal study by Cra-
ik et al. (2010, 1378) corro-
borated these findings, con-
cluding that ’the constant
mental juggling required by
bilingualism builds cognitive
reserve, effectively shielding
the brain from neurodegene-
ration..

3. Improved Memory

and Learning Abilities
Bilingualism enhances wor-
king memory—the ability to
hold and manipulate infor-
mation in the mind—which
is crucial for learning and

comprehension (Morales
et al. 2013, 225). Children
raised in bilingual environ-
ments often exhibit superior
metalinguistic =~ awareness,
allowing them to better un-
derstand grammar rules and
language structures (Kovacs
& Mehler 2009, 6556).

Neurological Adapta-
tions in Bilingual Bra-
ins

1. Structural Brain Changes
Bilingual individuals show
increased connectivity in
the anterior cingulate cor-
tex (ACC) and left inferior
frontal gyrus, areas linked to
language control and conflict
resolution  (Garcia-Penton
et al. 2016, 118). Diffusion
tensor imaging (DTI) studies
reveal that bilinguals have



more robust white matter in-
tegrity, indicating faster neu-
ral communication (Luk et
al. 2011, 3942).

2. Enhanced Neuro-
plasticity

Learning and using multiple
languages promote neuro-
plasticity—the brain’s abi-
lity to reorganize itself by
forming new neural connec-
tions. A study by Li et al.
(2014, 8) found that bilingu-
al seniors maintained better
cognitive function than mo-
nolinguals, suggesting that
bilingualism helps preserve
brain plasticity well into old
age.

Social and Psychologi-

cal Benefits

Beyond cognitive advan-
tages, bilingualism fosters
greater empathy and cultu-
ral adaptability. Research by
Fan et al. (2015, 120) indica-
tes that bilingual children are
better at perspective-taking,
as they must constantly na-
vigate different linguistic and
cultural contexts.
Additionally,  bilingualism
has been linked to hig-
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her academic achievement
and career opportunities,
as multilingual individu-
als often possess superior
problem-solving skills and
adaptability (Dewaele & Wei
2013, 231).

The scientific consensus is
clear: bilingualism enhances
brain function, delays cog-
nitive decline, and impro-
ves mental flexibility. From
structural brain changes to
improved executive con-
trol, the benefits of speaking
multiple languages extend
far beyond mere communi-
cation. As societies become
increasingly ~ multilingual,
fostering bilingual education
could be a powerful tool for
cognitive health and lifelong
learning.
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SHORT STORY

STROMSO

Matti had watched every single episode of Stromsé for
the past fifteen years. He knew exactly how to prune ro-
ses in March, could recite the perfect rye bread recipe
from memory, and had memorized the precise angle for
hanging Christmas lights that would make his neighbors
weep with envy. So when he decided to renovate his own
summer cottage on the Ostrobothnian coast, he figured it
would be a breeze.

“How hard can it be?” he muttered, adjusting his
brand-new checkered shirt that looked suspiciously like
the ones worn by the TV hosts. ”I’ve practically got a
PhD in cottage renovation from the University of Strom-
s0.”

The first sign of trouble came when Matti tried to in-
stall what the show called "charming vintage shutters.”
In the program, this task took exactly three minutes and
resulted in perfect symmetry and rustic charm. In reality,
Matti spent four hours with a crooked drill, three bent
nails, and shutters that made his cottage look like it was
permanently winking at passersby.

Next came the garden makeover. On Stromso, wild-
flowers bloomed in perfect disorder, creating that effort-
less “natural” look that screamed sophisticated design.
Matti’s wildflower seeds, however, seemed to have at-
tended a different design school. Half refused to grow
entirely, while the other half grew with such enthusiasm

Not everything goes like in Stromso

that his cottage disappeared behind a wall of aggressive
lupins that towered over the windows.

The piece de résistance was supposed to be a cozy
outdoor sauna renovation. The TV version featured
smooth-talking carpenters who made it look like adult
Legos. Matti’s version featured a lot of colorful Finnish
swearing and a sauna door that opened inward, trapping
him inside for twenty minutes until his neighbor heard
the muffled cries for help.

By midsummer, Matti’s cottage looked less like a
Stromso showcase and more like a cautionary tale about
the dangers of DIY enthusiasm. But as he sat on his
wonky deck, watching the sunset through his crooked
shutters while his jungle of lupins swayed in the coastal
breeze, he realized something: his imperfect cottage had
more character than any TV renovation ever could.

”Well,” he chuckled, raising his coffee mug to toast
his wonderfully flawed creation, “at least the coffee still
tastes perfect. Some things you just can’t mess up.”

The mug promptly slipped from his hand and shattered
on the deck.

Even the coffee, apparently, doesn’t always go like in
Stromso.

IMAGE: Reality is not all here in the world.



As November’s darkness
settles over the city,
Vasa will once again
light up—through litera-
ture, culture, and enga-
ging dialogue. Vasa Litt-
Fest, taking place from
November 13 to 15,
2025, brings together
literature enthusiasts,
renowned authors, and
timely themes for a uni-
que and thought-provok-
ing festival weekend.

The theme of the 2025
festival is Border(s), inviting
reflection on physical, cul-
tural, linguistic, and mental
boundaries—and the ways
literature helps us cross
them. Literature, by its natu-
re, constantly moves beyond
borders, opening windows
into other realities.

Among the first confirmed
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VAASA LITTFEST
Vaasa LittFest in November - A Cultural Festival
to Look Forward To

Pajtim Statevel. Fota: Ano Karkl 5 Ofava

guests are a number of ce-
lebrated Finnish and Nordic
authors. Pajtim Statovci,
twice awarded the Finlandia
Prize, will present his latest
novel Lehma synnyttda yolla
(2024), which has become
an international literary
sensation. Translation rights
have already been sold

to publishers in the U.S.,
Germany, Italy, and beyond.
Statovci’s previous works,
including My Cat Yugosla-
via and Bolla, have earned
critical acclaim at home and
abroad.

From Sweden, Mikael Niemi
will join the festival. He is
best known for his August
Prize—winning novel Popular
Music from Vittula (2000).
Niemi’s storytelling explores
life in Tornedalen, where
three cultures intersect. His
latest novel, Sten i siden
(2025), is a multigeneratio-

nal family saga set in the far
north.

The festival will also feature
multi-talented artist Laura
Malmivaara, who performs
with the Vaasa City Or-
chestra and composer-per-
cussionist Arttu Takalo.
Together, they will present
excerpts from Malmivaara’s
recent novel Iltatdhti through
a unique combination of lite-
rature and live music—a rare
treat for festival audiences.

Among the featured Finnish
authors is folklorist and
novelist Mikko Kamu-

la, known for his popular
Metsén kansa series. Kamula
delves into the historical
borders of Finland through
richly detailed novels rooted
in 15th-century Finnish folk
beliefs.

Science journalist and author
Marcus Rosenlund will
explore the planet’s natu-
ral boundaries. His works
traverse the realms of me-
teorology, outer space, and
microorganisms. His latest
book takes a closer look at
the underground world—the
life and systems that exist
beneath our feet.

But the tone isn’t all serious.
Beloved dialect poet and
author Heli Laaksonen will
bring laughter and warmth
to the stage at Vaasa City
Theatre. Known for her wit-
ty and nature-themed verse,
Laaksonen rose to fame with
her debut Pulu uis (2000)
and has since written both

poetry and nonfiction about
the Finnish landscape and
environment.

One of the festival’s most
unique events is a late-night
session that explores folklore
and true crime. Author duo
Tiina and Marko Hautala
will host an evening with
religious studies scholar
Tuomas Aystd, whose new
book Paholaisen perilliset
(2025) dives into the history
of Satanic Panic. The eve-
ning will also feature a panel
on mythology and magic,
with folklorist and author
Jenna Kostet, Finland’s
most famous modern witch
Kuparikettu, and writer-craf-
ter Riina Peltonen, who

has studied magical sites in
Ostrobothnia.

— The festival program offers
a chance to explore iden-
tity, politics, history, and
society from both personal
and global perspectives. We
aim to inspire dialogue not
only about literature but also
about contemporary issues,
says cultural producer Ilkka
Nyquvist.

Vasa LittFest is more than
just a literary event—it is

a space for encounters that
transcend generations, lang-
uages, and borders.

Vasa LittFest 2025 - a
festival that crosses
borders and connects
people through the
power of stories.



The University of Vaa-
sa and Vaasa Univer-
sity of Applied Sci-
ences (VAMK) have
taken a significant
step toward a shared
future - a new higher
education consortium
has now been officially
established.

This historic merger is st-
rengthened by the univer-
sity’s 70% ownership stake
in VAMK, while the City
of Vaasa retains 30%. Both
institutions will keep their
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VAASA UNIVERSITY AND VAMK
University of Vaasa and VAMK - Stronger and
More Competitive Together

names, but the consortium’s
new name will be announced
this fall.

This strategic initiative cre-
ates a strong, internationally
competitive higher education
community in Ostroboth-
nia that addresses workfor-
ce skill gaps and enhances
research impact. The colla-
boration isn’t new - the in-
stitutions have long worked
closely together, particular-
ly in engineering education
through Technobothnia’s la-
boratories and the Tritonia
Academic Library.

Al

”Our goal is to create an in-
ternationally significant hig-
her education unit that offers
students flexible study paths
and high-quality learning
environments all the way up
to doctoral education,” says
Minna Martikainen, Rector
of the University of Vaasa.

The new consortium aims for
regional, national and interna-
tional influence. Resources will
be used more efficiently, resear-
ch groups will be strengthened,
and cooperation with businesses
will intensify. ”"We’re deve-
loping research infrastructure,
which will also strengthen Fin-
land’s export potential,” empha-

sizes Hannu Vahtera, Managing
Director of VAMK.

This merger isn’t just an
administrative change - it’s
a strategic investment in a
future where education, rese-
arch and working life interact
even more effectively. The
combined strengths of these
institutions will create new
opportunities for students,
researchers and businesses
throughout the region and
beyond.

Image: Vaasa University. The
image can be freely used.



Wasa Future Festival 11-16.8.2025

The Wasa Future Festi-
val, which will be held
in August, will be bigger
and more international
than ever before.

The University of Vaasa is once
again strongly involved in the
festival’s programme throug-
hout the week from 11 to 16
August 2025. The event offers
a wealth of content for those in-
terested in science, energy, tech-
nology, art and social issues.

The main themes of the fes-
tival in 2025 are the environ-
ment, innovations and ener-
gy. The diverse programme
consists of lectures, panel dis-
cussions, exhibitions, seminars
and workshops. The event will
be held at the Wasa Innovation
Center (Gerbyntie 16), but the
program will also be held el-
sewhere, such as the University
of Vaasa and Tritonia.

Sustainable development,
science and art meet

The festival week will open on
Monday 11 August with a dis-
cussion event that will focus on
the culture of overconsumption,
climate change and solutions
to biodiversity loss. In the eve-
ning, the spectacular Butterfly
exhibition will also open, which
combines art, science and tech-
nology. The exhibition exami-
nes global interactions between
humanity, technology and the
environment.

Tuesday 12.8. The Uni-
versity of Vaasa will have a
strong presence in the morning
when Rector Minna Martika-
inen, Chair of the Board Mari
Kiviniemi and Vice Rectors
Mika Grundstrém, Martin Mey-
er and Tanja Risikko open the
day. Energy experts Jan Seger-
stam and Kimmo Kauhanie-
mi will also participate in the
discussions. On the same day,
a multidisciplinary Butterfly
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WASA FUTURE FESTIVAL

The University of Vaasa participates in

Symposium will be held on
sustainability in digitalisation,
energy and business. Speakers
include architects Juhani Risku
and Anne Stenros.

Other themes on Tuesday
include artificial intelligence,
regional energy systems, green-
house gas emissions and the re-
silience of society. The day will
culminate in an international
Thought Leaders Roundtable
discussion on the energy trans-
ition and an interesting panel on
the appeal and leadership of po-
pulism, which will include Pro-
fessor Esa Hyyryldinen, Mari
Kiviniemi and journalist Olli
Seuri, among others.

Space, youth and lightless ex-
periences

On Wednesday 13 August, the
theme of the festival is energy
and technology. The day will
begin with the Space Day event,
organised by the European Spa-
ce Agency Business Incubation
Centre and ESA PhiLab. The
Butterfly Immersive Learning

Experience for young people
offers an experiential way to ex-
plore future phenomena under
the guidance of Rebekah Rousi.
In the evening, there will be an
atmospheric Lights-off expe-
rience, where works of art and
performances are experienced
without electric light.

Towards northern innovation
On Thursday 14 August, we will
focus on the opportunities for
the Nordic countries to attract
investments. The panel organi-
sed by the University of Vaasa
and Borenius will discuss how
to make Finland a leading inter-
national investment destination.
The panellists include Minister
Joakim Strand, Casper Herler
and Minna Martikainen.

On the same evening, the
Butterfly exhibition will be
open longer than usual as part
of the Vaasa Night of the Arts.
In addition, an art exhibition by
Australian artist Katey O’Sulli-
van will be opened at Tritonia.

Culture and well-being

|

On Friday 15 August, the
festival continues with a new
Nordic culture and well-being.
The programme includes vir-
tual reality-based well-being at
work games and classes. The
weekend’s program will be con-
firmed later.

The University is building a
more sustainable future

The goal of Wasa Future Festi-
val is to bring together experts
from different fields and find
solutions to society’s major
challenges. The participation of
the University of Vaasa reflects
its strategic goal to be an active
player in regional development
and global change.

The up-to-date programme
and further information can be
found on the Wasa Future Festi-
val website: wasafuturefestival.
fi
PHOTO: Vaasa Futurefestival
2023
SOURCE: University of Vaasa



Al-COURSE
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ONLINE COURSES

VAMK and University of Vaasa Offer Al Course for
Entrepreneurs and Professionals - Free Online
Course Explores Al’s Business Potential

Artificial
(Al) is transforming bu-
sinesses at an unpre-
cedented pace, enabling

intelligence

automation, improved
customer service, and
even entirely new busi-
ness models.

But how can small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs)
and entrepreneurs harness Al
in practice? Vaasa University of
Applied Sciences (VAMK) and
the University of Vaasa now of-
fer a solution: a free online cour-
se to help identify Al opportuni-
ties in business.

Al Isn’t the Future—It's
Here Now

The new AI2Business online
course is designed for SMEs,
entrepreneurs, and professionals
who want to learn how Al can
enhance business growth. The
course provides practical know-
ledge without requiring deep
technical expertise.

”Companies need concrete

guidance on Al implementa-
tion. Our goal is to accelerate
Al competence building,” says
Sanna Peltonen, project mana-
ger of AI2Business at VAMK.

The self-paced course is avai-
lable in English, making it ideal
for busy professionals.

How Al is Reshaping Bu-

siness

While many see Al as just a
tool for automation, its impact
is far broader. Al doesn’t just
streamline processes—it chang-
es business logic,” emphasizes
Marko Kohtamaéki, professor at
the University of Vaasa.

The course covers Al from th-
ree perspectives:

Business — How can Al create
competitive advantages?

Technology — What applica-
tions exist?

Design — How to develop
user-friendly Al solutions?

”Al adoption isn’t just about
technology. If a solution doesn’t
serve users, it remains discon-
nected,” Peltonen notes.

Real-World Examples: How
Businesses Use Al Today

The course features three
company-driven Al  experi-
ments demonstrating practical
applications:

Document processing — Auto-
mated data extraction and report
generation.

Price prediction — Dynamic
pricing models based on market
conditions.

Production quality control
— Machine learning detects de-
fects in real time.

”These experiments are based
on real business needs, showing
how AI can be applied across
industries,” says Jani Boutellier,
assistant professor at the Uni-
versity of Vaasa.

How to Join the Free Course?
Currently in pilot phase,

the course is free and ideal for
SMEs, managers, and anyone
interested in Al

Participation is simple:

Register on the AI2Business
Moodle platform: https://mood-
le.muovadigital.net/mod/page/
view.php?id=680

Study at your own pace —24/7
access.

Receive a certificate upon
completion.

As part of the EU-funded Al-
2Business project, participants
are encouraged to join the pro-
ject’s monitoring system to help
measure Al training impact in
Finland.

”No need to worry about de-
tails—we guide you every step
of the way,” assures Peltonen.

Al is the Future—Start
Learning Now

Al offers vast potential for
businesses, but leveraging it
requires understanding how it
fits into operations. This course
helps companies take their first
steps into Al without major in-
vestments.

Ready to future-proof your
business? Enroll now!

*Al2Business is an
EU-funded project pro-
moting Al skills for
SMEs. Learn more:
VAMK website.*



Welcome fo a new era oi newspapers! Say hello to Wasa DailV - the smart
news source that you can read anywhere and that keeps you well-orientated.

so, what exactly is Wasa Daily? wel, it’s your weekly dose oi news, injorma-
tion, laughter, insight and everything else that makes life a little wiser, and more
fun. And the best of all? Its iree! Exactly, you read that right. No hidden fees, no
subscriptions. We believe news should be accessible to everyone, whether you’re
on a beach in Thailand or in your favorite caie around the corner.So how does it

work? Easy! Just download our Wasa Dalily to your tablet, and you have the
whole world in your hand.

we at Wasa Daily know that Finns love their cofiee. Every Sunday morning
you can enjoy your iavorite coiiee and at the same time update yourseli on

world events. So take out the cofiee cup, sit comiortably and read the Wasa
Daily.

In a world full of boring news, someone like us is needed to spice things up. Wel-
come to Wasa Daily - we make news easier to swallow!



resident of Ukraine

Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy honored the me-
mory of those killed at
the site of the Russian
strike on a nine-story
residential building in
Kyiv’s Sviatoshynskyi
district.

On the night of July 31,
Russia destroyed an entire
section of the building. The
attack claimed the lives of
28 residents, including five
children, and injured 21 pe-
ople.
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UKRAINE PRESIDENT
President Honors the Memory of Those Killed

at the Site of the Russian Strike on a Nine-Story
Residential Building in Kyiv

The President laid flowers
at the destroyed section and
spoke with residents of the
building, who are now in
need of assistance.

“We will help you all. Tomor-
row, ministers will meet and
quickly adopt decisions to
support you. I don’t want to
burden you with bureaucracy
right now. They’ve already
prepared everything needed
to ensure you receive the
money and understand whe-
re you’ll be living — so that
everything is clear,” the Head
of State said.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy than-
ked everyone who worked at
the site — those who respon-
ded to the aftermath, helped
people, rescued victims, and
cleared the rubble.

Minister of Internal Affairs
Thor Klymenko informed the
Head of State that 216 per-
sonnel and 54 units of State
Emergency Service equip-
ment had been involved in
the response at this site alo-
ne. Search and rescue ope-
rations were completed only
this morning.

According to him, 470 house

~

full or partial use of materials.
\_ P J

residents have filed reports
about lost or damaged pro-

perty.

In total, during this massive
attack on Kyiv, Russia killed
31 people and injured 179.

~/

COPYRIGHT: The Presidential
Office of Ukraine. All materials
featured on this site are is licensed
under a Creative Commons Attri-
bution-NonCommercial-NoDeri-
vatives 4.0 International. The use of
any materials posted on the website
is permitted provided you link to
www.president.gov.ua regardless of
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Al-Generated Podcasts: A New Era
of Audio Content with NotebookiIM Maybe a Few You Don’t)

-

o L
Podcast in English:

poaasantaiyalch i saaghlinly

Russian disinformation
https://vpress.ovh/podcasts.htm

In the rapidly evolving
landscape of digital media,
artificial intelligence con-
tinues to push boundaries,
reshaping industries and re-
defining creative processes.
One of the most ground-
breaking developments is
Google’s NotebookL M,

an advanced language
model with the potential to
revolutionize the podcas-
ting world. With its ability
to generate human-quality
audio content, Note-
bookLM is paving the way
for a new era of Al-driven
storytelling, education, and
entertainment.

The Emergence of Al-Ge-
nerated Podcasts

As the podcasting industry
continues to grow at an
unprecedented rate, content
creators and media com-
panies are always on the
lookout for innovative tools
to streamline production
and enhance creativity.
NotebookL M, initially
celebrated for its ability

to generate high-quality
written content, has now
ventured into the realm of
audio. This cutting-edge

technology is capable of
producing podcasts that

are nearly indistinguisha-
ble from those created by
human hosts, opening up
exciting possibilities for the
future of digital content.

The appeal of Note-
bookLM-generated
podcasts lies in several key
features that set them apart
from traditional podcasts:

Natural-Sounding Voice:
NotebookLM can produce
audio content with a voice
that mimics the natural
cadence and tone of human
speech. This makes it diffi-
cult for listeners to discern
that the podcast is Al-gene-
rated, offering a seamless
listening experience.

Diverse Range of Topics:
Whether it’s breaking
news, current events, or
light-hearted storytelling,
NotebookLM can tackle a
wide array of subjects. Its
versatility makes it an ideal
tool for content creators
looking to explore different
genres without the constra-
ints of time and labor-inten-
sive production.

20 Everyday Abbreviations You Need to Know (and

Abbreviations are eve-
rywhere these days.
From texting acronyms
to technical jargon, those
handy 3-letter (and so-
metimes longer) combos
can be confusing if you're
not in the know. But fear
not, fellow abbreviation
adventurer! This article
will equip you with the
knowledge to decipher
20 of the most common
abbreviations you’ll en-
counter in everyday life.

1. LOL: Laughing
Out Loud (This one
might already be a clas-
sic for many!)

2. BRB: Be Right
Back (Perfect for a quick
bathroom break during
a chat)

3. OMG: Oh My
God (Expresses surprise
or strong emotion)

4, IMHO: In My
Humble Opinion (A way
to preface your opinion
politely)

5. ** ASAP:** As
Soon As Possible (Lights
a fire under someone...
nicely)

6. FYI: For Your
Information (A heads-up
for someone)

7. ETA: Estimated
Time of Arrival (Lets you
know when to expect
someone)

8. RSVP: Please
Reply (Formal request
for a response to an

invitation)

9. PDF: Portable
Document Format (A
common file format for
documents)

10. JPG: Joint Pho-
tographic Experts Group
(A popular image file
format)

11. GIF: Graphics
Interchange Format
(Another image format,
known for animations)
12. TIFF: Tagged
Image File Format (Used
for high-quality images)
13. WWW: World
Wide Web (The founda-
tion of the internet we
know)

14. HTTP: Hyper-
text Transfer Protocol
(The language webpages
use to talk)

15. GPS: Global Po-
sitioning System (Helps
you navigate the world)
16. ATM: Automa-
ted Teller Machine (Your
friendly neighborhood
cash dispenser)

17. DIY: Do It Your-
self (For the handy folks
out there)

18. VIP: Very Im-
portant Person (Some-
one who gets special
treatment)

19. TBA: To Be
Announced (Stay tuned
for more information)
20. TBD: To Be
Determined (We're still
figuring things out)

This is just a taste of
the abbreviation world,
but with these 20 un-
der your belt, you'll be
well on your way to de-
ciphering the everyday
lingo, from casual texts
to technical documents.
So, the next time you see
an abbreviation that lea-
ves you scratching your
head, remember this list
and keep on exploring
the wonderful world of
shorthand communica-
tion!

Wasa Daily

A modern newspaper with
p layout with features of
the press of the 1870s. BacK
then, newspapers had only]
-8 pages. Lots of text, buf
no images at all, so there’s
A lot to read on a few pages
Our paper is one of the very]
few newspapers in English
serving  English-speaking]
inhabitants in the Osthrobot
nia region

The magazine containg
(quotations from old daily]
newspapers taken from the
National ~Archives (digi
kansalliskirjasto.fi). ~GPT3
(Gemini, Aria and Monica dog
some of the routine editing]
work, such as translation,
corrector reading, and shorf
notice writing. All texts have
been checked by journalistg
and the editorial staff is red
sponsible for all the content
of the texts.

Wasa Daily is a daily]
newspaper type publication,
5o far it is published on Sun
day mornings. But our goal
is for it to come out every]
morning in the future.

The magazine is availabld
online for free.

Editor-in-chief
Bjorknas.

Readers” writings are wel-
come!

The magazine is locally
owned and will remain so
For ever!

Editorial office: Wasa Da-
ily, Koulukatu 37 B 7, 65100
Vaasa, tel. +358-40-5462455.

Helsinki editorial office
Wasa Daily, Toinen linja 9
B 36, 00530 Helsinki. Phong
+358-40-5462455.

Email: wasadagblad@

Hans

mail.com
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'HOROSCOPE FOR AUGUST 2025

August Horo-

. scope - The

¥s Stars Are Mum-
4 bling (And May-
be Making Some
Sense)

| Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 19)
You’ll have a brilliant
idea this August! Un-
fortunately, someone
already had it in 2003.
Console yourself with
ice cream. And more ice
cream. With sprinkles -
obviously.

Taurus (Apr 20 - May
20)

Money is coming your
way! Well, a discount
coupon at best. Love
may blossom - but only
if you remember to wa-
ter it. (Yes, this includes

3 . your plants.)

. Gemini (May 21 - Jun
20)

You’re everywhere and
nowhere - just like your
' vacation plans. Try deep
| breathing. It won’t help,
but at least you’ll look
peaceful while sear-

" ching for your keys.

Cancer (Jun 21 - Jul 22)

You’re feeling emotional.

That’s okay. Everyone
cries over overcooked

pasta now and then. A
surprise awaits at the
end of the month - pos-
sibly pizza.

Leo (Jul 23 - Aug 22)
It’s YOUR month! The
world revolves around
you - just the way you
like it. Enjoy the spot-
light, but remember:
other people exist too.
Sadly.

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sep 22)
You try to control eve-
rything. August has
other plans. Let go - at
least of your color-coded
to-do list. But keep the
Excel sheet. We're not
crazy.

Libra (Sep 23 - Oct 22)
You can’t decide: sunhat
or raincoat? Take both.
August weather can’t
decide either. Love? Yes.
Confusion? Also yes.

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov
21)

Mysteries attract you
this month: “Who took
my charger?” “Why
aren’t they texting
back?” Keep your cool
- and your sting sharp,
just in case.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 -
Dec 21)

Adventure calls! Unfortu-
nately, only to the corner
store. Still, every bagu-

ette run is a journey.
Remember: all epic
tales start small - often
with snacks.

19)

You’re trying to be re-
sponsible - but August
wants you to chill. Ditch
the blazer, wear flip-
flops. The world will
survive without your
spreadsheets for two
days. Maybe.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb
18)

Your head is full of wild
ideas. Some are even
good! Don’t start a pod-
cast. Or do - but only if
it’s about guinea pigs
and existential dread.
That could work.

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar
20)

You’re daydreaming
more than doing. And
that’s fine. August
feels like a watercolor
painting - beautiful but
slightly soggy. Write
your thoughts down.
They may become a
book. Or a very weird
shopping list.
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HUMOUR ONE HUNDRED

YEARS AGO

BA BA

Doctor K- and his brother
the veterinarian get into

a dispute about whose
profession requires the
greatest ability to diag-
nose. Both hold their
ground, but the vet’s
argument seems to be

the strongest because the
animals cannot tell where
their pain is.

Some time later the vet
falls ill and the doctor is
called.

— Well, where do you
hurt?

No answer.

— No, I’d like to include
some of the face as well.

WIFE’S INTEREST IN THE
ANTIQUITY

— How did you cure your
wife of her antique fly?

— Well, I gave her a dress
of the 1907 model for her
birthday.

THE SUITOR NEEDED
THE ENCOURAGEMENT
The suitor:

— I have something
important to tell you, but I
don’t know how to begin.
The lady:

 Astronomic picture of the week:

PSYCHE (Asteroid).jpg

An illustration depicting the target of NASA's
Psyche mission: the metal-rich asteroid Psyche,
in the main asteroid belt between Mars and
Jupiter, Credits: NASA/JPL-Caltech/ASU

2. NASA

— You can tell where the  — If I say “yes”, maybe
evil is, right? you will be helped to start.
The only answer that co-

mes from the sick person

is; BA BA The doctor

writes out a prescription,

Wth.h he hands to- the nur- Next week:

se with the words: AR T

"Give him this and ifhe’s | {088 .y |5 SWER [/
not well the day after to- "I' '}'}‘mi}‘lﬂ'ii‘}ﬂf ﬂ”"f i
morrow, we’ll shoot him.” i YY) e TR

+4 Public domain

. J/

( )
From our readers
We very much welcome sub-
missions from our readers.
/ | Comments, stories, me-

2 B, . : i 3 mories, debate, news from

A T home. Probably this will be
the most important part of
this spring paper. But space
is limited, so please write as
short as possible! So please
send posts to:

wasadagblad@gmail-com
|\ J

THE DAD IN A GOOD
MOOD

The daughter:

— You know, mother,
father was in an unusually
good mood today, when
he went to the office.
Mother:

— Crosses in all the
world! That reminds me
I forgot to ask him for

~\

(Advertise in Wasa
Daily

Being among the first to advertise in
this historic and hyper-modern daily
may have some PR value.

money. Send ads to
wasadagblad@gmail.

AT THE PHOTOGRA- om )

PHER’S

The photographer; (WASA DAILY )

— Should it be a bust? wasadagblad@gmail.

The customer:

== - =) {com )




